
From the President
And another year us about to close.  We sure have done some interesting things over the 
past 11 months.  You might want to look at the past newsletters to refresh you memory.  We 
will close out the year with our social get together on the thirteenth of the month. 
Announcements are out and all the information is on the website.  Hope to see you there.

We will also have our officer elections on the 13th  (see page 3). Please consider taking a 
position. It's not a lot of work and we would certainly like to see some new faces with new 
ideas. If you've appreciated the benefits of our Chapter, this is a way you can “give back”.

At our November meeting Roy Carson did a great job presenting some of his experiences 
in building his Eggenfellner powered Vans RV-7.  If you were not able to attend, do read 
(and weep) about it on page 2. We also picked up another member at the meeting. Welcome 
aboard Mark Smithdorff!

Some of us also took the opportunity to fly up to Barnwell to take a look at what was going 
on with the Corvair College.  It was a short trip, but any excuse to go flying.  Even though 
we were time constrained, I got some good pictures and there is a report on that outing in 
this issue of the FlyPaper.

In October, Roger and I took a trip out to Daniel Field, in Augusta to attend the Boshears 
Skyfest airshow.  It was a two day event and provided some insight into what they have 
developed from modest beginnings, a little like we would like Wings-n-Wheels to look 
like.  You will find a short writeup on it also in this issue of the Flypaper.

As you read this, you are probably 
preparing for the Christmas holidays.  In all 
of your preparations, I personally would 
like to remind you to rejoice in the greatest 
gift we celebrate in this season, and that is 
the birth of our Savior and Redeemer, Jesus 
Christ.  Do enjoy the holidays.

Now for my Cozy progress Report.
I so much want to get the engine back on 
the airframe, but to do that, the firewall 
needs to be finished.  When I opened the 
package that had the insulating material 
that was shipped several years ago, I found 
Aircraft Spruce shipped the wrong stuff!  I 
quickly ordered the “right stuff”, and it 
arrived in just a few days.  When I opened 
the package guess what, they shipped the 
wrong stuff AGAIN.  Hopefully, that is 
now corrected and the replacement material 
is “on the way”.  Can't wait to make this 
firewall installation permanent!

-Glen Phelps, President
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Upcoming Events
Dec 9 - SC Breakfast Club, 
Greenville Downtown GMU
Dec. 13 – Chapter 477 
Christmas dinner (see 
page 5 for details)
Dec 23 - SC Breakfast Club, 
Twin Lakes S17

Jan 17-20 – 
U.S. Sport 
Aviation Expo, 
Sebring, FL 
www.sport-
aviation-
expo.com  
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November Meeting Report
About 20 members and guests attended our November 10 
meeting at the RBW airport. It was good to see some new 
faces on that beautiful Fall day. After coffee and 
socializing Glen Phelps started the meeting with some 
Chapter business, specifically the upcoming Christmas 
dinner and officer elections. 

Then we got to the “fun” part of the meeting, a 
presentation by Roy Carson on building a Vans RV-7 
powered by an Eggenfellner Subaru auto engine 
conversion. Roy had his aircraft  outside with the cowling 
off and inside he gave very interesting PowerPoint 
presentation. Here are a few highlights:

The RV-7 is Vans most popular kit plane. Similar to the 
RV-6 it replaced, it has a larger tail and can accommodate 
more powerful engines, up to 200 HP. Most people choose 
Lycoming aircraft engines but Roy was impressed with the 
Eggenfellner because of its promised power, fuel burn and 
“turn-key” installation. Well, as Roy reported, it wasn't 
exactly a turn-key install. He and other Eggenfellner 
customers struggled with many serious issues (cooling, 
gearbox, etc.) that they assumed the factory had already 
solved. Many builders eventually gave up in frustration 
and installed Lycoming engines, but Roy is staying with 
the Eggenfellner... for now. 

When he began his project he had almost no building 
experience, so Roy attended an Alexander aircraft sheet 
metal workshop. That gave him the experience and 
confidence to get started. He said the building process was 
mostly enjoyable, but the most difficult part was the 
canopy frame. He eventually bypassed the recommended 
procedures and built up a composite frame. It looks pretty 
good, and of course Glen Phelps likes to see composite 
structures! Roy had a lot of help building the RV-7 from 
his friend Michele (A.K.A. “Rosie the Riveter”).  

After Roy's very interesting presentation we had the 
drawing for the Vertex transceiver (see announcement on 
the right) and some delicious hamburgers and sausage 
dogs grilled up by Bruce Huffines. 

 As we were wrapping up the meeting Roy started his 
engine. It does sound smooth! Thank you Roy for taking 
the time to share your building experiences with us. This 
is what the EAA is all about. Builders and pilots sharing 
the knowledge and fun of sport aviation!

-Kevin Thorp, Secretary
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Treasurer's Report
November was not a very active "financial" month.  But, 
you can see from the numbers that there  was some 
activity.  A new member dues was the most important! 
The lunch cookout was a little less than a break even, but 
showed better than that due to "donations" to the 
groceries.

Beginning Bank Balance =     $2,332.21
Ending Bank Balance =          $2,292.21    

Beginning Petty Cash =               $11.18
Ending Petty Cash =                    $68.18

Beginning Balance =              $2,343.39
Ending Balance =                   $2,360.39

Increase or (decrease) =               $17.00

-Glen Phelps for Tony Cole

 

Vertex Transceiver Winner
Congratulations to Bob Stevens of Goose Creek SC, 
winner of the EAA Chapter 477 Membership Drive prize, 
a Vertex Standard VXA-220 Pro Handheld Transceiver.

Bob wasn't present at the drawing but he sure sounded 
excited when we gave him the news over the phone!

Chapter 477 Officer 
Elections 
I hope you are planning to attend our December 13 
Meeting/Christmas Dinner. We will have only one item of 
"official" business, the officer elections. The current 
officers (including myself) have been serving for a 
number of years. It would be good to have a few new 
people with fresh ideas participating. Please consider 
running, or nominating a friend (but talk it over with 
him/her first. We don't want to surprise anyone at the 
meeting). There are 4 elected officers:

President: The leader and spokesperson for the 
Chapter. The president also presides over the 
monthly meetings.

Vice President: Leads the meetings if the 
President can't make it. The VP also organizes the 
topics (speakers, project visits, technical 
presentations) for our monthly meetings. He/she 
doesn't have to come up with all the topics; the 
ideas come from many sources.

Secretary: Takes notes at the general membership 
meetings and officer meetings. Writes a meeting 
summary for the newsletter each month.

Treasurer: Responsible for keeping all the 
chapters financial records including membership 
dues, donations, and paying bills.  This position 
also is responsible for maintaining the 
membership roster.

In addition to these officers we also have several 
appointed positions: Webmaster, Newsletter Editor and 
Young Eagles Coordinator.

If you've enjoyed the the benefits of this Chapter, this 
might be a good time to step up and help out. If you're a 
new member you can bring new ideas and enthusiasm to 
the group  Please call or email me to discuss. 

Thank you,

Glen Phelps
President, EAA Chapter 477
(843) 571-3332
phelpsglena@gmail.com
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Boshears Skyfest Report
In October Roger and I took the opportunity to fly out to 
Daniel Field in Augusta, GA for their air show.  Over the 
years, this event has grown to a two day activity.  There is 
a gate charge, but since we flew in, we didn't have to pay.  

We got there in the morning, well ahead of the crowds that 
would start showing up by 11:00 AM for the 1:00 PM 
kickoff.  This gave us an opportunity to see things without 
the hassle of other people around.  There were quite a 
number of different food vendors, as well as “trinket” 
vendors  for the kids that wanted to take home a memento. 
All good quality stuff and very well done.  

There were also a few auto dealers with displays, as well 
as people just showing off different items of interest.  One 
display was for a couple of the largest limos I have ever 
seen.

Helicopter rides were offered as well as a ride in a big 
wheel jacked up truck.  Not something I would do, but the 
kids really seemed to enjoy it.

There was a small number of planes on display, but not an 
“Oshkosh” or Sun-n-Fun.  A Vari-Ez also showed up late, 
just before the field closed for the air show.

Jumpers with the American Flag started the show.  Some 
aerobatic planes were included with a comedy event/stunt 
flying.

 

Of particular interest was the Van's aerial demonstration 
team.  These guys did an outstanding job, as always.  In 
my opinion, it was the highlight of the show.  They even 
had some guys doing a great job of aerobatics with 
helicopters.  Although, the last demonstration was to be a 
“jet car”, which seemed to have a little trouble, but the 
smoke and fire was interesting anyway.

With the show over, we had to get help to get the Seneca 
pulled out from its position and onto the taxiway before 
engine start.  That requirement certainly needs to be 
looked at, since it is a lot harder than getting a 172 out and 
turned.

Once we got in position, we started and returned to 
Summerville where my car was.  We were back before 
5:00 PM (as we had promised out wives). All in all, an 
interesting day and trip.
                                                      -Glen Phelps, President
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Note: to see more photos of this event go to 
www.eaa477.org/members-photo-albums
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Corvair College
After our November 10 chapter meeting was complete 
Roger and four others jumped in his Seneca to make a 
quick trip over to Barnwell, SC to visit the Corvair 
College.  As you will remember, PF Beck told us that it 
would be going on the same weekend as our meeting. 
They sponsor this event every November.

Things were really busy on the second day of the 
workshop.  As memory serves me, for eighty bucks, you 
get three meals a day for three days, and all kinds of help 
in building your Corvair engine for the plane of your 
choice. Of course, lodging is of your choice. 

William Wynne of www.Flycorvair.com organizes these 
workshops at different places around the country. It is not 
uncommon for an individual to attend several of the 
meetings while going through the different phases of 
disassembly, cleaning and rebuilding their engines.  One 
couple was attending their second workshop and was well 
along with their build.

These engines give a real reliable 100 horsepower that can 
be used in a variety of aircraft.  PF Beck's brother-in-law's 
Pietenpol was there and it is all as good as PF's.  Also saw 
a Zenith 601 and a KR-2 on the ramp.

We saw a Corvair engine that was “advertised” as 120 
horse power.  I am not sure of the limitations on operation 
for this variant.

 The sponsors of the college encourage anyone that has a 
desire to use one of these engines in a plane to look for an 
engine around various junkyards.  One would think that it 
might be hard to find such an engine, but it turns out, there 
are more out there than you might think.

PF has done quite a job of building his own muffler for his 
engine, and it is very quiet.  However, if one uses just 
short exhaust stacks, the exhaust sound is really sweet.  It 
would almost be worth it to build one of the engines just 
to listen to it, at least for this “motor head”.

It would have been fun to spend more time, but we had 
intended this to be only a short trip, so we were back in 
the air after about a thirty minute stay.  For more 
information and a short video, go to 
www.homebuilthelp.com/CorvairCollege.htm

  -Glen Phelps, President

 “The FlyPaper”  EAA Chapter 477 Newsletter   December 2012 Page 5 of 7

http://www.homebuilthelp.com/CorvairCollege.htm
http://www.Flycorvair.com/


RBW Sightings
As the operations Manager at Lowcountry Regional 
Airport in Walterboro, SC I never stop being amazed at 
the types of aircraft that visit my airport.  On November 
15th of this year we where taken back with the arrival of 
the greatest fighter airplane of all times, the P51 Mustang. 
It was a D model which had been sold to the Swiss Army 
during World War II. Somehow this amazing airplane 
made its way back to the United States, was fully restored 
and on it’s way to Raleigh, NC to its new owner.  

The amazing North American Aviation P51 Mustang 
began its service as a fighter and bomber escort. 
Introduced into combat in 1942, the P51 cost $50,985.00, 
with more than 15,000 built. Today the P51, when fully 
restored can sell for over two million dollars! 

The Mustang was an American long-range, single-seat 
fighter and fighter-bomber used during World War II, the 
Korean War and several other conflicts. During WW II 
Mustang pilots claimed 4,905 enemy aircraft shot down.  

The P51 Mustang was also made famous by the Tuskegee 
Airman, who trained and flew out of RBW from 1943 to 
1945.  As a bomber escort the P51, when flown by the 
Tuskegee pilots never lost a bomber to enemy aircraft.  

This great fighter aircraft was retired from military service 
in 1984, but to this day remains as the number one fighter 
plane of all times.  As I said you never know what might 
come flying in to RBW.                              -Roger Medlin
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EAA Chapter 477 
Christmas Dinner

6:00 pm Thursday, December 13th

Calvary Lutheran Church Fellowship Hall 
1400 Manor Blvd., West Ashley

(click here for a map)
Another year of flying, fellowship and fun has 
passed. We hope you and your "significant other" 
will help celebrate by joining us at our annual 
Christmas dinner.

Rotisserie chicken will be served as the main 
entree, along with roasted potatoes. We ask that 
each couple bring a covered dish or dessert and 
$5 per person to help cover the cost of the 
chicken and a donation to the Calvary Lutheran 
Church, for letting us use their beautiful hall.

Our guest speaker will be Dr. Art Schmitt. Art 
will talk about flying P-2V Neptunes and HS-4 
Sea King helicopters for the Navy during the 
Vietnam War (including a serious “incident” on 
the Yorktown), astronaut training and helping 
veterans with Post Traumatic Stress Disorder 
(PTSD).

It should be a fascinating presentation and we are 
grateful Dr. Schmitt has agreed to speak at our 
gathering.

 This is not a private event; all are invited! 
But please RSVP on our website 
(www.eaa477.org) by Tuesday,

December 11. Thank you!

http://www.eaa477.org/
http://goo.gl/maps/JJpYl


  

 “The FlyPaper”  EAA Chapter 477 Newsletter   December 2012 Page 7 of 7

Airplanes on your brain?

Come join Us!
If you're not already a member of  
EAA Chapter 477 we'd love to have 
you join us!

Fill out the application on our home 
page (www.eaa477.org).

Or just drop in on one of our 
meetings & see what we're all about.

LowCountry Sport Aviation
EAA Chapter 477
537 Aviation Way
Walterboro, SC 29488 
www.eaa477.org

President: Glen Phelps  pres@eaa477.org  (843) 571-
3332

Vice President: Greg Horne  vp@eaa477.org

Secretary & Newsletter Editor: Kevin Thorp 
sec@eaa477.org

Treasurer: Tony Cole  tres@eaa477.org

Webmaster: Lee Miller  lemiller@eaa477.org

Young Eagles Coordinator: Brett Grooms 
eagles@eaa477.org

Walterboro Wings-n-Wheels Coordinator: Roger Medlin 
acpilot.roger@gmail.com
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