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The President's Corner
The month of December is important to our members as the opportunity to renew membership in Chapter 477 at a 
“discount”, if your dues are received before the end of the month.  Remember,  you need to maintain your EAA 
membership in order to have membership in our chapter.  See Rich Hassell's Treasurer's Report on page 7.

December is also the month we do something a little different for our meeting.  We have a fascinating speaker lined up 
and we're meeting at a great restaurant, so this is a wonderful opportunity to bring your “significant other”.  Please read 
more about the Christmas dinner on page 4, and do take the time to confirm your reservation by calling or emailing Rich.

I had the opportunity to travel to Salt Lake City, UT 
and South Florida this month.  On both trips I was able 
to make some new aviator friends. You can find my 
trip report on page 5.

At our November meeting/project visit we held officer 
elections, resulting in two new faces in our 2010 
leadership team: Ed 
Hensel (Secretary) 
and Greg Horne 
(Newsletter Editor 
and Webmaster).  I 
am confident both of 
these gentlemen 
have talents and 
backgrounds that 
will be an enormous 
benefit to the 

Chapter.  But more importantly, they have enthusiasm for aviation and what we are 
trying to do with our chapter.  I am excited that they are on board.  Kevin Thorp will be 
our Vice President, Rich Hassell will be our Treasurer and I will continue as your 
President for the next year.  We also agreed to one year terms, rather than the two-years 
we've done in the recent past.

John Disher, our Vice President for most of the last two years, will continue to be an 
active member of our Chapter, and I would like to thank him for the work he has done 
for us.  Now we need to encourage John to get his transition training so that he can get 
his signed off RV-9 into the air.

Now a few words about my Cozy project:
With all of the traveling I have done, it is hard to find time to get work accomplished.  I 
also had a little mix-up.  It seems that the engine monitor I had purchased with a deposit 
got overlooked, costing me about three weeks.  That hurt!  However, there is enough to 
do that there is no time lost, just the goal of getting “smoke out of the engine”.  Too cold 
to do finishing, but a lot of wiring and mechanical stuff.  This is a project that I must put 
a lot of effort into this next year.  The goal is to have the plane ready to to fly in 2010!
                                                                    -Glen Phelps, President
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Upcoming Events
Dec 10 - EAA Chapter 477 
Christmas Dinner (See 
page 4). Please RSVP ASAP

Dec 13 - SCBC Rudy 
Branham Field, Darlington, 
SC (6J7) Turf

Dec 27 - SCBC Twin Lakes, 
Graniteville, SC (SC17)

Jan 14 – EAA Chapter 477 
Meeting, CAFB Aero Club

January 21-24 - U.S. Sport 
Aviation Expo, Sebring, FL 
www.sport-aviation-expo.com

http://www.sport-aviation-expo.com/


November Meeting Report
About 13 people showed up for our November 14 Meeting 
at the Charleston Executive airport.  The weather was just 
about perfect and we had a couple members fly in (both in 
canards): Nick 
Ugolini in his 
LongEZ and Jack 
Wilhelmson in his 
Cozy. It was pretty 
neat to seem them 
leave together, 
banking away to the 
left.  Those are 
beautiful planes!

Two kinds of chili were served that Saturday, Tony Cole's 
beef chili and my delicious turkey chili (just like the 
Pilgrim's ate right?).  I'm sure everyone thought my chili 
was better but no one wanted to hurt Tony's feelings, so 
they kept going back to his pot for refills.

We held officer elections, and because there were no 
“floor” nominations the following people are our 2010 
Officers:

President: Glen Phelps
Vice President: Kevin Thorp
Treasurer: Rich Hassell
Secretary: Ed Hensel
Newsletter Editor/Webmaster: Greg Horne

As Glen wrote, we're very pleased to have Ed & Greg join 
the team.  I think they have the skills & enthusiasm to help 
Chapter 477 grow in 2010.

Our reason for meeting at JZI was to get a good look at 
John Ratcliff's Kolb Mark III Xtra. It's a 2-seat “pod and 
boom” LSA powered by a Rotax 912S engine.  As some of 
you know, these engines are very expensive, but John was 
able to get a deal on a used one.

The “Xtra” is an evolution of the original Kolb Mark III, 
with the new design having a little more foot room, 
forward-opening doors and a slightly higher cruise speed. 
Because of the pusher engine and large windows the Kolb 
has outstanding visibility up and down.

One of it's innovative features is the ability to fold the 
wings and horizontal tail, so you can transport the aircraft 
home or park it in the corner of an already occupied 
hangar.  John has a nifty fully-enclosed trailer for transport 
and to protect the Kolb from the elements.

I asked John a few questions about his Kolb:

Why did you choose the Kolb Mark III?
1. It can be folded and trailered (I can't afford 

hanger rent!)

2. Easiest to get into

3. Fast build

4. Two place

5. Great visibility

6. Reportedly easy to handle, for a tail dragger

How long did it take to build?  About 600 hours.

(continued on page 3)
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November Meeting Report (continued from page 2)

What was the best part of the building experience? 
Learning many new skills, like fabric covering.

What was the most frustrating part? The plans could be 
clearer.  However when I did have a problem 
understanding something, I just called the factory.  They 
were very helpful.

Besides the factory, where did you go for questions? 
I'm a member of  www.matronics.com/kolb-list . The guys 
on this online group are very helpful and the list can 
searched for past postings on just about any subject that's  
Kolb related.

Thank John for sharing your “baby” with us.  We're 
looking forward to your first flight report!

More full-size photos can be found at www.eaa477.org – 
then click the “Photo Albums” button on the left.

For information about the Mk III Xtra and other Kolbs go 
to www.kolbsport.com  .  

-Kevin Thorp, Secretary

Meet Your New Officers
Ed Hensel, 2010 Secretary
Ed is an Air Force and Desert 
Storm (1991) veteran, where he 
obtained his avionics license, 
which is still current. He is 
currently employed as the Head 
of Special Exploitation System 
Engineering Branch at the Space 
and Naval Warfare Center, and is 
the owner of a Christian 
publishing company in 
Charleston. Ed has been married 
19 years. He & his wife Vanessa 
have two teenage children.

Ed obtained his private pilot license in 2005. He built a 
Bear Hawk airframe but sold it, then in May 2009 
purchased an Sonex aircraft kit and the AeroVee engine 
kit. The fuselage is now built and sitting on it's gear.  Ed is 
currently working on the wings and hopes to have the 
Sonex completed and flying in 2010.

Greg Horne, 2010 Newsletter 
Editor & Webmaster
Greg is originally from 
Beaufort but moved here 30 
years ago.  Currently employed 
as a Systems Integrator for the 
James W Sewall Company, 
involved in building and 
maintaining Internet based 
applications and systems.  Greg 
has been married 15 years to his 
wife Marti, and they have a 13 
year old daughter... and 2 dogs.

He obtained his private pilot license in 2007 and wants to 
learn the skills required to construct a aerobatic capable 
aircraft.  Greg would also like to get to get high school 
students involved in building an aircraft project. As some 
of you know, Greg's father, Ed Horne frequently joins him 
at our chapter meetings. 
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Christmas Dinner
Please make plans to join us for our annual Christmas Dinner, 

Thursday, December 10, at the North Towne restaurant , across from 
the Northwoods Mall (see www.eaa477.org for a map). We will have 
a room to ourselves and we hope you and your "significant other" 

can join us to share in a great meal and holiday cheer.

Menu
We have arranged a delicious buffet, including slow roasted Greek chicken, gyro (beef and lamb), 
tossed salad or Greek salad, pita bread, chopped vegetables, tzatziki sauce, oven roasted potatoes 
and soft drinks or tea. The cost is $18.00 per person and includes everything (buffet, drink, tax and 
tip).  The only extra cost items are alcoholic beverages and dessert, if desired.

Speakers
First our Chapter President, Glen Phelps will make a short 
presentation, going over the highlights of the year and 
presenting service awards.

Our guest speaker will be Genevieve Orange, former W.A.S.P., 
flight instructor and corporate pilot. Some of us have already 
heard Gen's fascinating account of her colorful history, flying 
in the 40's & 50's.  She has updated her presentation and we 
will also have a slide show, displaying photos to go along with 
her story.  I guarantee Genevieve's presentation will be 
entertaining to the men and women in the audience.

Agenda
6:30-7:00: Social time
700: Start dinner
715-7:45: Glen Phelps (Welcome, Year in review, Service Awards, introduce Genevieve)
745-8:30: Genevieve Orange

RSVP
Please call or email our Treasurer, Rich Hassell to let him know if you are coming and if you're 
bringing a guest. Phone 696-8118, email rhassell44@yahoo.com

Payment
Rich will pay North Towne with a Chapter 477 check.  On the 10th please bring a check for your 
dinner cost ($18/person), made out to "EAA Carolina Lowcountry Ch. 477".

This will be a special evening.  We hope to see you there!

mailto:rhassell44@yahoo.com
http://www.eaa477.org/


Glen's Travel Report:
Salt Lake City & South Florida
Whether I travel for business or pleasure, I make it a point 
to “hook up” with members of other EAA chapters. 
Without exception, I have found that those I meet during 
these travels are eager to help and share their experiences.

Early in the month I had to go to Salt lake City to help one 
of my wife's family members, John. Interestingly enough, 
one of the “problems” John had was the disposition of a 
1966 Cessna 150F, N7885F. The first task was just 
locating it! Seems that the aircraft was all but abandoned. 
In addition to calling persons at the SLC Jet Center, and 
county aviation authorities, I also made contact with the 
local EAA Chapter 23 president, Bill Letcher.

Like so many others I have met this way, Bill dove right in 
and started assisting with the effort. Now you have to 
remember, he has no idea who I am, other than we have a 
common aviation interest. That, if you will, is the prime 
purpose of this report; to share how close a community we 
have. I have no doubt that any of us would do the same for 
another EAAer that called for help. I think that is great!

Bill has a “hanger home” at Sky Park, BTF just north of 
SLC International. This is a private airfield, so they don't 
have the security issues that we have to put up with here. 
Prior to moving there, Bill had a very large shop in which 
as many as three aircraft were under construction at one 
time. He has constructed several of the RV series in that 
shop, as well as one composite aircraft. So obviously Bill 
is quite knowledgeable in homebuilt aircraft.

Their chapter has nearly a hundred members, and there is 
a lot of activity going on. One of the things that he found 
helped the meeting attendance was to host them at his 
hanger on a Saturday of the month. For the summer 
meetings they have a BBQ for lunch, and in the cooler 
months they have breakfast. Many of the members located 
at other airfields fly into BTF for these meetings. Their 

annual banquet is attended by most of the members and 
their significant others, so it is a really big turnout.

We did find N7885F, but it was a very neglected airplane. 
We couldn't even determine how long it had been since the 
most recent annual. 
The last AI that 
worked on the 
airplane passed away 
six or eight years 
ago, and the logs 
disappeared with 
him. With Bill's 
assistance, we are 
trying locate the 
person that 
purchased much of the material from the AI's estate, to see 
if the logs are still available. Of course, without those logs 
the plane might only be worth whatever the parts could 
bring. And there is some concern about the value of those 
parts, since the plane has been sitting out in the elements 
for many years. As you can see from the pictures, there is 
some work to do. But, I know that I have a new friend in 
Salt Lake City that I can call on again if I need help.

As I said, Bill has done a lot of work on the RV series of 
aircraft.  For that reason he is sought after for assistance 
whenever one of the club members is working on a Van's 
design.  I'm sorry I didn't get a photo of his RV, but I did 
visit a project he was assisting with in the “south valley”. 
The day I stopped by to see that project, they were in the 
process of doing wiring and I snapped some pictures. 
Pretty organized workshop, especially compared to mine! 
Many of these builders have found that the Dynon systems 
give a big bang for the buck.  Since that is what I am 
looking at for my panel, I liked to see that.  I didn't have 
long to stay, because I had family business to attend to, 
and I was also getting a pretty bad cold.

(continued on next page)

“FlyPaper”  EAA Chapter 477 Newsletter   December 2009 Page 5 of 8



Glen's Travel Report: Salt Lake City & South Florida 
(continued from page 5)

At the end of the month my south Florida trip was a 
chance for my wife Pam and me to join good friends in a 
time share.  Of course that meant that we all did a lot 
together, and I couldn't drag them to aviation related 
things. But I did find a few minutes to go looking myself.

Kevin sent me a link to a little grass airfield that was close 
to where we were staying.  Although the last minute on 
Friday afternoon was all of the “free” time I could get, I 
punched the coordinates into my GPS and drove over to 
the private airstrip called “Mac-ivor & Friends Airstrip”, 
otherwise known as FL65.

As soon as I saw the Piper (PA-22) Pacer in the shade 
cover, I knew I had the right place.  So I walked up and 
knocked on the door, and that is how I met Harvey 
Reynolds.  He has been an airline pilot and then took an 
opportunity to do corporate flying.  That change was about 
five years ago.  Of course, we all know the beating that 

GA has taken over the last eighteen months.  That hit 
Harvey too, as he just lost his position due to cutbacks a 
few weeks ago.

As we find too often, FL65 is being challenged by non-
pilots that move into the community and then want to 
close down aviation activities on the strip.  Unfortunately 
some of the residents that supported aviation there have 
moved on and those that moved in are not very supportive 
of keeping the strip open.  I might be able to do a little 
“sleuthing” to help Harvey.  Anything I can do to help 
keep aviation going is worth my while.  

If you were looking for a nice little strip to move next to 
and keep your airplane, FL65 looks like a great place. 
Harvey has a good set up there.  I took some pictures of 
his Pacer, N1106C; a nice looking and well maintained 
aircraft.  As Harvey said, it is a blast to fly.  Thanks for the 
hospitality, Harvey!

-Glen Phelps, President
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Editor's Notes:

1. You can find a few more of Glen's photos at 
http://picasaweb.google.com/phelpsglena/Dec
NewsLetterTravelReport

2. If you're traveling and want to find out where 
the local EAA chapters are, go to 
www.eaa.org/chapters/locator

3. Remembers – ANYONE is welcome to submit 
a newsletter report.  We'd love to to hear about 
your travels, flight reports, construction tips, 
photos, etc. 

http://www.eaa.org/chapters/locator
http://picasaweb.google.com/phelpsglena/DecNewsLetterTravelReport
http://picasaweb.google.com/phelpsglena/DecNewsLetterTravelReport


Treasurer's Report
Nov. 09 beginning bank balance                 $2,441.65

Months receipts                                                 34.00

Month's expenses                                                     0

Petty cash                                                          30.00

End of Nov. bank balance                          $2,475.65

Just a reminder...

Dues for 2010 are coming soon. No bills will be sent, so 
please make a mental note to send your $20.00 check 
before the end of the year, payable to EAA Carolina 
Lowcountry Ch. 477

Address: P.O. Box 62582, North Charleston, SC 29419. 

Or you can send the check directly to me, Rich Hassell, 
1060 Stonehenge Drive, Hanahan, SC 29410. (Keeps me 
from going to the Post Office so often.) 

Note: If you sent the check after December 31 the dues are 
$25.00.

-Rich Hassell, Treasurer
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Come join the pack!

If you're not already a member of EAA 
Chapter 477 we'd love to have you join us!

Fill out the application included in this 
newsletter, or just drop in on one of our 

meetings & see what we're all about.

For more info go to www.eaa477.org

LowCountry
Sport Aviation, Inc.

P.O. Box 62582
North Charleston, SC 29419

President: Glen Phelps
Vice President: John Disher
Secretary, Newsletter Editor, & 
Webmaster: Kevin Thorp
Treasurer: Rich Hassell
Young Eagles: Doug Shorter
Web Site: www.eaa477.org

http://www.eaa477.org/


Low Country Sport Aviation, Inc.
EAA Chapter 477
P.O. Box 62582
North Charleston, SC 29419
www.EAA477.org

Membership Application
You must be a current EAA Member to join Chapter 477

Name __________________________________ EAA # _________________ Exp.Date ___/___/___

Address__________________________________________________________________________

City ______________________________________ State ________ Zip ______________________

Phone; Cell ____________ Home _____________ E-mail __________________________________

Send you meeting notices, newsletters, etc. via your e-mail? Yes [   ] No [   ]

Today's Date ___________________                      Adult Membership [   ] Student Membership [   ]

Annual dues:   Adults $25.00 (if paid by Dec. 31 only $20.00). Students $12.
New members after Dec 31 pay dues pro-rated at $2.00/month adults, $1.00/month students.
Make checks payable to “EAA Carolina Lowcountry Ch. 477”

EAA 477 membership dues paid; Cash [   ] Check [   ] Amount $ _________ Date Paid _____________

Pilot Ratings (if applicable ) ____________________ Types __________________________________

Total Hrs. PIC _______ Experimental _______ Last Flight Review___/___/___ Hrs. since last ________

Aircraft you have owned or own now _____________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Aircraft you have built or building now ____________________________________________________

Aircraft you would seriously consider building/restoring ______________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Skills you would be willing to share/help other members in their homebuilt project _________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Other skills/talents that can help our chapter ______________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Comments/suggestions, including membership in other EAA Chapters __________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Thanks, and welcome to Chapter 477!

http://www.EAA477.org/
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