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The President's Corner
Where did all of the time go?! Here we are looking at the very end of 2008. 
Reflecting on the past eleven months, I find that there have been some good 
times. We will wrap that up with our Christmas festivities at Ed’s house on 
December 11th. Read more about that later in the newsletter as well as a trip 
report and our report on the November meeting.

This also just about completes my first year as your chapter president. Suffice it 
to say, that I have learned a lot, felt that some things went very well, and some 
things not so well. In the end, my purpose is to serve each of our members, and 
to continue the goal of EAA in the local area.

With one more year of 
my commitment to 
you, I hope for 
improved results from 
those efforts. It has, 
however, been both 
rewarding and 
challenging thus far.

What the end of the 
year also brings are 
dues for EAA Chapter 
477. We are going to 
ask each of our 
members use the 
Member Application 
form to do this., Our 

Treasurer, Rich Hassell, will be responsible for keeping track of all renewals 
and insuring that our database is correct and this will help considerably. 
Remember also that you need to be a current EAA National member to be a 
member of the chapter. When we send information to National regarding our 
current members, they will let us know if you are in good standing or not.

Progress report on my Cozy MK IV
Hmmm….. I did do a little better than last month, but still had dismal progress 
due to entertaining house guests for two weeks and a terrible head cold for just 
about as long. The engine mount is just about complete and will be going on the 
test stand by the end of the first week in December. Come on out to the 
Christmas party, and I will bring pictures. I would like to think that progress in 
December will be better, but there are a lot of house guests coming in for 
Christmas. Guess you will have to wait for that report in January.

-Glen Phelps, President

Upcoming Events
Dec 11 – 6:30 pm, Chapter 477 
Christmas party at Ed Robert's 
House. 1111 Malvern Lane, 
Hanahan (map link at 
www.eaa477.org). Please RSVP by 
signing the Guestbook on our home 
page 

Dec 13 - Beech Aero Club Regional 
Christmas Fly-In, Laurens County 
Airport

Dec 14 - SCBC Rudy Branham Fld 
(6J7)

Dec 28 - SCBC Twin Lakes Pvt 
(S17) 

Jan 22-25 - U.S. Sport Aviation 
Expo 2009, Sebring Regional 
Airport, Florida. 
www.sport-aviation-expo.com
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Low Country Sport Aviation, Inc.

EAA Chapter 477
P.O. Box 62582
North Charleston, SC 29419
www.EAA477.org

Membership Application
You must be a current EAA Member to join Chapter 477

Name __________________________________ EAA # _________________ Exp.Date ___/___/___

Address__________________________________________________________________________

City ______________________________________ State ________ Zip ______________________

Phone; Cell ____________ Home _____________ E-mail __________________________________

Send you meeting notices, newsletters, etc. via your e-mail? Yes [   ] No [   ]

Today's Date ___________________                      Adult Membership [   ] Student Membership [   ]

Annual dues:   Adults $25.00 if paid by Dec. 31 or $20.00 if paid by Dec. 1. Students $12.

New members after Dec 31 pay dues pro-rated at $2.00/month adults, $1.00/month students.

EAA 477 membership dues paid; Cash [   ] Check [   ] Amount $ _________ Date Paid _____________

Pilot Ratings (if applicable ) ____________________ Types __________________________________

Total Hrs. PIC ________ Experimental ________ Last Biennial___/___/___ Hrs. since last __________

Aircraft you have owned or own now _____________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Aircraft you have built or building now ____________________________________________________

Aircraft you would seriously consider building/restoring ______________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Skills you would be willing to share/help other members in their homebuilt project _________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Other skills/talents that can help our chapter ______________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Comments/suggestions, including membership in other EAA Chapters __________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Thanks, and welcome to Chapter 477!
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November Meeting report
13 members attended our 
November meeting. We 
originally had a guest 
speaker scheduled but he 
had to cancel.  So Plan B 
was to have chili and 
watch “One Six Right”, 
an excellent documentary 
by Brian J. Terwilliger 
about general aviation 
airports (specifically 
focusing on California's 
Van Nuys Airport). This 
documentary had great 
interviews and some of 
the best aerial footage 
I've ever seen.  Thank 
you Earl for sharing your 
DVD.  For more information and/or to buy your own copy 
go to www.onesixright.com.

Glen & Karen brought chili.  Well – Glen brought chili. 
I'm not sure what Karen brought.  She called it “vegetarian 
chili” but I think it was more like chunky vegetable soup. 
It was tasty, whatever it was, and heart-healthy.  To 
balance that healthy dish Karen also brought cream puffs. 
These were very popular; at the end of the night I used her 
empty cream puff box to take home my leftover 
cornbread.

Glen passed out Chapter 477 business cards so we can 
leave a calling card whenever we talk about our club.  He 
also reminded us membership dues are coming up and we 
must be a current member of the EAA to also be part of 
Chapter 477.

We decided to have 
our annual Christmas 
dinner at 6:30 pm 
Thursday, December 
11, and once again Ed 
Roberts has graciously 
agreed to host it at his 
house.  He will be 
grilling steaks so 
please bring $5 per 

person to cover the cost of the steaks.  RSVP by 
“signing” the Guestbook on www.eaa477.org  .   Don't 
bother typing your city or email address, but please 
indicate what type of side item you can bring.  Hope to see 
all of you there!

Nick Ugolini gave us a tip on buying avionics on eBay. 
Scammers might send you an email with your screen 
name shown.  Legitimate eBay email shows your real 
name – something only they would have access to.  So 
beware.  Or be aware.

Don't forget about our January and February meetings. 
John Disher and Rich Hassell will be giving technical 
demonstrations on aircraft painting.  Details to follow.

-Kevin Thorp, Secretary 

Just Aircraft Factory Visit
Did you know we have a kit plane manufacturer right here 
in South Carolina?  Just Aircraft LLC is located in 
Walhalla, SC, a little north of Clemson.  Just Aircraft 
produces two aircraft kits; the Escapade and Highlander. 
Both have tube & fabric construction with folding wings, 
side-by-side seats and outstanding STOL performance.

The Escapade was their first aircraft design.  It's available 
in tricycle gear or tail dragger configuration.  The 
Highlander features a slightly longer wing, bigger tail 
surfaces, gull-wing doors and a heavier duty landing gear.

Those of you who attended our Summerville Airport open 
house in October got to see a pretty black & white 
Highlander flown down by the plane's owner and Troy 
Woodland, who founded Just Aircraft along with his 
partner, Gary Schmidt, in 2002.

To date they have shipped over 170 kits worldwide (about 
50% are sold outside the US).
                             (continued on next page)

“FlyPaper”  EAA Chapter 477 Newsletter   December 2008 Page 3 of 6

Nicholas (Paul Ely's great-grandson) and Troy Woodland

http://www.eaa477.org/
http://www.eaa477.org/
http://www.onesixright.com/


Just Aircraft Factory Visit (cont. from page 3)

 I was planning to visit my sister's family in Clemson so I 
thought it would also be a good opportunity to see the Just 
Aircraft factory and get a demo ride in one of their 
aircraft.  We set up a meeting at Clemson-Oconee Airport. 
Troy & Gary flew out to meet me and Troy & I flew back 
to the factory airstrip.

The Highlander looked very aggressive with the big 
tundra tires. It can land just about anywhere there's a 
couple hundred feet of semi-flat ground, riverbed, beach 
or mountain top (check our the Highlander videos on 
YouTube for some impressive STOL flying).

The plane we few that afternoon had a Jabiru 3300 
powerplant.  Customers have installed Rotaxs, VWs, 
Subarus  and Continental engines. Troy personally likes 
the 100 HP Rotax 912S; it's lightweight, reliable, easy to 
cool and swings a big prop. Important in a short-field 
aircraft.

The factory strip is “interesting”.  Some might say scary. 
560' (300' usable) of clay, on a slope, with a pond at the 
bottom. I could be wrong but the width only seemed about 
20' wider than the Highlander's wings.  Troy flew an 
extremely  tight pattern to keep the noise away from the 
neighbors. We landed uphill and Troy only used about half 
of the 300' available.  I posted a video of our landing at 
http://www.box.net/shared/lfsgkl4kvf

The factory is a clean modern facility with about 8 planes 
in various stages of construction. It was the Wednesday 
afternoon before Thanksgiving so Troy & Gary had let the 
employees go home early.  But there were still a handful 
of people puttering about.  They were customers.  Just 
Aircraft  offers a builder assist program that lets you build 
your plane at their factory using their tools & jigs. Seems 
like a great idea because help is only a few feet away.

I saw their massive welding jig.  There are a lot of tubes in 
the Escapade/Highlander fuselage! After initial welding 
the fuselages are mounted in the rotary frame below for 
the final welding.  The welds looked very well done.

“FlyPaper”  EAA Chapter 477 Newsletter   December 2008 Page 4 of 6

A Highlander with optional tundra tires

A pretty green Highlander with wings folded 

A bright Highlander awaiting interior trim

http://www.box.net/shared/lfsgkl4kvf


Just Aircraft Factory Visit (cont. from page 4)

They also have a 
fixture for wing 
assembly.  The 
wing has 2 tubular 
spars and CNC-
routed plywood 
ribs.  The wing has 
an ingenious 
folding mechanism 
that's simple and 
doesn't require the 
disconnection of 
any electrical, fuel 
or control  lines.

The sun was getting low so it was time to leave.  That 
short airstrip was a little worrisome, especially with the 
pond at the bottom of the hill, but of course Troy had no 
problem taking off.  We flew by his new property where 
he plans to build a house and clear an airstrip.  Troy said it 
wont be as long as the factory strip.  OK...
I guess the only aircraft that will be able to fly in & out are 
the Highlander & helicopters!  

The Highlander has won numerous awards, including 
2008 Grand Champion at Arlington, 2008 Outstanding 
Fixed Wing LSA at Sun n Fun and 2007 Outstanding 
Home Built Sea Plane at Oshkosh.

If you're interested in a STOL aircraft I strongly 
recommend the factory visit & demo ride.  Troy, Gary and 
the Just Aircraft gang are very friendly and they make an 
impressive airplane!

I have a link to a few more photos posted at 
www.eaa477.org.  For more information on the Escapade 
or Highlander go to www.justaircraft.com

-Kevin Thorp, Secretary
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Tri-geared Highlander

Black Highlander with a turbocharged Rotax 914 engine
Wing Assembly Fixture

Wing & powdered-coated fuselage frame
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Treasurer's Report
Bank balance as of Dec. 1, 2008          $2161.30

Petty cash and Postage                               95.58

Total cash assets                                   $2230.88 

-Rich Hassell, Treasurer

Classified Ad
2.02 Acres for sale at Twin Lakes Airport (S-17)

http://www.airnav.com/airport/S17

Two vacant lots are back to back with plats available at 
the following addresses: 1 Mooney Court and 24 Rachel 
Avenue, Trenton, SC 29847. The runway is 4000 ft long 
and 60 ft wide. Asking price is $90,000.00. I am relocating 
my business and residence to Georgia.  Contact John 
Schmidt, phone 843-559-1013

Aviation on the Brain?
Are you a pilot?  Building a 

project?  Thinking about 
building a project? Or just  

interested in sport aviation?
Check out our web site and 

drop in on one of our 
chapter meetings. See ya 

there!

LowCountry Sport Aviation, Inc.
P.O. Box 62582

North Charleston, SC 29419

President: Glen Phelps
Vice President: John Disher
Secretary, Newsletter Editor, & 
Webmaster: Kevin Thorp
Treasurer: Rich Hassell
Young Eagles: Doug Shorter
Web Site: www.eaa477.org
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