
Words From the President
If you haven’t heard yet, as vice president of the chapter, I’ve been asked by

Doug to take over the reins, as he has decided to step down as president and move on
to other things. Doug has done a great job in building activities in the chapter, making
sure that everything was done correct and safely, and giving the chapter some
direction. Most recently Doug worked at revising the chapter bylaws, and in working
with the chapter officers has come up with bylaws that make sense and are up to date.
It was something which had to be done. We wish Doug well in his future endeavors.
At the November 12th meeting current members in good standing (having dues up to
date) will vote on these bylaws. If approved, they will take effect at the close of the
vote. All members in good standing have been emailed a copy of the bylaws and
hopefully have read them.

Also at the November meeting, we will hold election of chapter officers for
the next two years. The current chapter officers are in the running again and it’s pretty
much the same as it’s been the last two years. If anybody wishes to run for office for
the next two years, please let us know at the meeting so we could take a vote. As I
was the vice president these last two years and Doug has left, I’ll finish out the last
two months of this year as president and then if elected, I’ll continue as president for
the next two years. As I was the vice president, and will now be the president, we need somebody to step up and 
serve as the vice president. Anybody willing to do that (it’s not a hard job), let us know at your earliest convenience.

At this meeting, we will be having a great guest speaker, Owen Barker, the chief pilot for the South Carolina 
Department of Natural Resources, Law Enforcement Division. It should be a great presentation, and it has been 
several years since we’ve heard from them. We are always on the lookout for interesting speakers for our chapter 
meetings and if you know of one or several, please let me know so we can have some good presentations for our 
meetings.

Also, to be discussed at the meeting is our chapter Christmas lunch. I think we are looking at possibly 
December 10th for the luncheon, so if you know of a good caterer, please mention it at this meeting.

Doug and I would again like to give our thanks to Liz for the great job she did in organizing the chapter’s 
Young Eagles flights on October 22nd. As usual, she helped with the advertising of the program, arranged for pilots 
and aircraft, and flew kids herself. We would also like to thank Aimee for her great skills in organizing the 
registration of the children, assigning them to pilots, keeping track of and printing certificates, and taking the 
initiative in training another chapter member, Johnnie Richards. That is something every chapter member should try 
to do – train another chapter member how to do your job. Doug, Ron, and Glen did a great job in keeping everyone 
on the flightline safe and moving them in the right direction to the right plane. It was a very busy Saturday, with 
transient traffic, local traffic, and even the Civil Air Patrol flying cadet orientation flights. We also want to thank 
Dow and the other pilots and aircraft owners who offered their time, finances, aircraft, and fuel to make this a big 
success. I believe we flew around 44 of the kids that showed up of the 64 who signed up. It was a very busy day, but 
a very successful one.
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The end of the year is coming upon us pretty quick, and just as Doug started a new chapter in his life 
story by selling his plane and motorhome and buying a really nice brand-new Camaro, our chapter will be 
starting a new era under new leadership. So, just as Doug has asked for members to help him in the past, I’ll be 
doing the same. What we do next, is limited by your imagination. If you have good ideas, please bring them up. 
I’m looking forward to serving you and hope to see you at November’s meeting. 

Stay safe, John Stoll

Young Eagles Report
Liz Birch 

Young Eagles Coordinator

We held a very successful Fall public rally on Saturday, October 22nd at the Walterboro Airport.  In total, we had 
6 pilots and aircraft, 6 ground volunteers, and we flew a total of 43 kids!  Huge shout-out to all the volunteers 
for an amazing, smooth event.  

With the online pre-registration system, we have seen how having the time slots available for kids to sign up has
worked out well.  This feature of the registration system allows the parents to register their kids for a specific 
time slot, ensuring that they don’t have to sit around for two hours waiting for a flight if we get overwhelmed.  
The only downside to this pre-registration system is that we did have several no-shows, but that is expected.  

Although we don’t have dates set up yet, the plan will be to do another public rally in the Spring, likely 
sometime in April.  Between now and the next public rally, we will continue to provide individual rides and 
hold one or two small, closed group rallies.  If you are interested in being a volunteer for future rallies, please 
reach out to me and I’ll add you to my volunteer list.  

As always, if you know of any kids or groups interested in the Young Eagles program, please send them my 
way.  Happy Thanksgiving everyone!

Liz Birch
YE Coordinator
217-706-0148
lizbirch2331@gmail.com
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October Meeting Summary
Glen Phelps 

Due to many members and leaders conflicting schedules, we made the difficult decision to cancel the October 
8th meeting.  That  is always hard to do, but we thought it best under the circumstances.

However, as Liz reported, we had an excellent day with the Young Eagles on the 22nd.  So I will do a little more 
in writing that up for this newsletter.  Too often we look past the background work it takes to get this set up and 
then to “make it run” as flawlessly as we can.  What you see in this picture, are Liz who did the background 
work for the registration along with Aimee.  Johnnnie-Len was there to assist with the computer and paperwork:
an excellent team!

Then there are the pilots and planes, without those the event obviously can't go on.  Prior to the flying task, they
gather to discuss the mission and the “eagle flight number” they will assume.  This is a way to help identify 
where each is in the course of flying the Young Eagles.  Here they are seen doing just that:

Once things get underway, and the youth are assigned a pilot/plane, they proceed to the flight line escorted by 
“ground crew” (in the vests) to keep the youth, parents and sometimes grandparents safe.  Ground crew are an 
essential part of the safety of this event.  Here a a couple of pictures of the flight line in a typical loading event:

The youth are given a brief “pre-flight” experience, so that they can appreciate that flying an airplane is 
different than driving a car.  Here again, parents are encouraged to observe this so that they know that flying is 
taken seriously and pilots do all they can to make it a safe and enjoyable experience.
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With the pre-flight finished, it is time to get underway.

Post flight, there were definitely happy Young Eagles:

Thanks to all of the pilots, ground help, clerical staff and organizers for the hard work to put this event together. 
It will be hard to top this event!

Aviation Safety and Upcoming Events
Ron Malec

FAAST Blast - FAA Safety Briefing News Updates
As a subscriber to the FAA Safety Team and the NASA Aviation Reporting System ‘CALLBACK’ Newsletters, I will share updates 
and information that I believe will be beneficial to all members.

General Information
 10 Tips for Safer Takeoffs and Landings From FAASTeam Briefing, July, 2022 
 Every flight begins with a takeoff and hopefully ends with a successful landing. Unfortunately, that’s not 

always the case. According to National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) accident data, a group of 
1,300 recent general aviation accidents included 180 accidents that occurred during the takeoff phase of 
flight, and 440 during the landing phase. These two categories account for nearly half of the total in the 
accident set. To help pilots improve their takeoffs and landings, here are ten tips to consider before your 
next flight. Amplifying information can be found at 10 Tips for Safer Takeoffs and Landings | by FAA 
Safety Briefing | Cleared for Takeoff | Medium

 Takeoff Tip #1 — Know Your Airplane  Takeoff Tip #2 — Know Your Airport
 Takeoff Tip #3 — Know Yourself  Takeoff Tip #4 — Plan Your Takeoff
 Takeoff Tip #5 — Brief Your Takeoff  Landing Tip #1 — Know Your Airport(s)
 Landing Tip #2 — Know Your Airplane  Landing Tip #3 — Fly the Pattern
 Landing Tip #4 — Fly a Stabilized 

Approach
 Landing Tip #5 — Be Prepared to Go-

Around

 Additional Tips on Collision Avoidance
When operating at or near non-towered airports, here are three things that will help minimize the potential 
for a close encounter of the worst kind:
o Be Predictable — fly published patterns and use standard exit/entry procedures
o Be Aware — look and listen for traffic in and near the airport
o Be Proactive — announce your position and intentions on the Common Traffic Advisory Frequency

Another helpful resource for mid-air collision avoidance is the GAJSC’s mid-air collision (MAC) report. 
The report helps uncover areas of potential MAC risk at 50 U.S. airports using color-coded heat maps to 
depict the location and frequency of five different event types: Level Flight, Climbing Into Traffic, 
Descending Into Traffic, Parallel Approach, and Helicopter. 
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https://www.gajsc.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/2022-02_GA_MAC_Study_v4_1_PUBLIC.pdf
https://medium.com/faa/10-tips-for-safer-takeoffs-and-landings-1150fc91ef58
https://medium.com/faa/10-tips-for-safer-takeoffs-and-landings-1150fc91ef58


 New Pilot Minute Video Covers How to Check the Status of Your Medical

Pilots: Do you know how to check your current medical application status in MedXPress? FAA’s Federal 
Air Surgeon Dr. Susan Northrup demonstrates how in the latest Pilot Minute video here. The video 
highlights the new “Application Status” tab in MedXPress that shows information to about 95% of users on
their issued medical certificates. “If your application was deferred to the FAA for a decision, MedXPress 
will give you details about the status of your case,” Dr. Northrup explains. If the FAA needs more 
information, MedXPress will display an Action Required icon. Check the Help tab on the site for more 
details. Be sure to check out the complete list of Pilot Minute videos here.

Airshow and Fly-in Schedule
 2023 Airshows / Fly-ins
o  28-Mar – 02-Apr-2023 - SUN 'n FUN Aerospace Expo 2023, Lakeland Linder International Airport 

(KLAL)

Treasurer's Report
Aimee Pereira

.

Beginning Balance for October    :                 $4,936.49

Expenses                            $218.15  # 1088 to Doug St Pierre reimbursement for ½ the cost  
                                                                                          of the chapter patches and for the Ipad for Young 
                                                                                           Eagles
                                                                             $43.00   #1089 to Doug St Pierre pizza for volunteers at the 
                                                                                           Young Eagles rally on 10/22/22

         
Deposits:                                                               $40.00  Membership dues 
                                                                                            chapter      

            

Ending Balance for October:                            $4.715.34

Note:  Total Earmarked for Young Eagles = $190.00

Dues for 2023 are $35.00 as of January 1, 2023.  

Note: Non-paid members were removed from our roster on March 1st.

Dues payments may be paid in person at the next meeting or sent to the following address:

Aimee Pereira
107 Timberlake Ct
Summerville, SC 29485

If you are not sure if your dues are paid for 2022 or have any questions, I can be reached via email at: 
eaa477.treasurer@gmail.com.
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