
From the President
Where does the time go!  I seem to be very behind the power curve and struggling to 
get caught up.  For some reason, I feel like I am not alone.  Maybe it is the hype about 
the upcoming elections.  Oh, yeah, please get out and vote.  As for the “elections” of 
EAA477 officers, we will have an announcement at the November meeting.

Our October 13 meeting was the first to be held at the new venue; Walterboro 
Regional Airport.  Just to prove that everyone seems to be busy, several of our 
members and executive committee could not make it.  Nevertheless, we had a great 
meeting, with a number of new people showing up, some of which have made a 
commitment to our Chapter 477 and others that expressed a sincere interest.  The topic 
presentation was done by PF Beck regarding his Pietenpol.  Don't miss the report later 
in the newsletter.

Our November meeting will be on November 10th, also at the Walterboro Regional 
Airport, RBW.  The format will be the same; coffee by 10:00, presentation around 
11:00 and burgers and dogs around noon.  Roy Carson will be discussing the “thrills” 
of building his RV-6 with the Eggenfellner Subaru firewall forward engine option.  I 
got a sneak preview of the presentation and I know you will like it.  There were a lot 
of questions I had for Roy during the sneak preview.  So, don't miss it (the ball games 
will start later in the day).

We will also be drawing some lucky winner's name for the Vertex Standard hand held communications radio.  You did enter to 
win, didn't you?  If you haven't, there is still time, but you need to do it RIGHT NOW!  No cat out of the bag, but I can say that 
the odds of your winning are far greater than the lottery, and the prize is almost as good, well almost.....(we know if you won 
the lottery, this is the first thing you would buy anyway).

We are still working on plans regarding a social gathering and presentation for our December meeting.  There might be some 
more information on that by the time 
of the November meeting, but you 
can always keep up to date by going 
to our web page, www.eaa477.org

Now for my Cozy update:
The rudder-brake and aileron controls 
are done.  I redesigned the system and 
it appears that the result totally 
eliminates some of the problems other 
builders have experienced.  The 
engine mount is SO CLOSE, but not 
done yet......pooh.  But, I did get 
reorganized in the hanger.  And, I got 
to show off my “shiny” paint job to 
Bob Beckett.  No, I am not a very 
good painter, but it is shiny.......right 
Bob?

-Glen Phelps, President
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Upcoming Events
Nov 3: EAA Chapter 1167 Fall 
Fly-in, Conway, SC (HYW) 

Nov 9-11: Corvair College, 
Barnwell, SC (BNL)

Nov 10: EAA Chapter 477 
Meeting, Lowcountry Regional 
Airport, Walterboro (RBW)

Nov 11: SC Breakfast Club,
East Cooper (LRO)

Nov 25: SC Breakfast Club, 
Winnsboro (FDW) 
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http://barnwellregionalairport.com/Corvair_College___19.html
http://www.eaa477.org/
http://www.airnav.com/airport/KFDW
http://www.airnav.com/airport/KLRO


Next Meeting:
Saturday, November 10, Walterboro, SC (RBW)

Roy Carson will be presenting his homebuilt project, a 
Subaru-powered Vans RV-7. If you're interested in the 
RV aircraft line, sheet metal construction or alternative 
engines, this should be a very interesting meeting.

At the November 10 meeting we'll have the drawing 
for our Fall Sweepstakes prize – a Vertex Standard 
VXA-220 Pro transceiver. It's not too late to register, 
either online (www.eaa477.org) by midnight November 
9, or at the November 10 meeting. Remember: You 
can't win if you don't enter!

Meeting Schedule

10:00 – 11:00 - Coffee and socializing.

11:00-11:15 - Meeting formally starts 
with Chapter business.

11:15-12:00 - Presentation by Roy 
Carson.

12:00-1:00 - Cookout! Hamburgers & 
hot dogs. (please bring a few bucks for  
the “tip jar”).
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Win a Vertex Pro Transceiver!
No purchase necessary. Register at the 
November 10 Chapter 477 meeting, or 
online at http://eaa477.org (Deadline 
midnight, November 9). To register you 
must be an adult resident of Bamberg, 
Beaufort, Berkeley, Charleston, Colleton, 
Dorchester, Hampton or Jasper county. 
EAA Chapter 477 officers are excluded 
from entering. The winner will be 
randomly selected at our November 
10, 2012 meeting at the Lowcountry 
Regional Airport (KRBW). You do not 
have to be present to win.

About the prize:
The Vertex Standard VXA-220 Pro VI is 
a compact, stylish, solid and 
submersible hand-held transceiver 

providing communication 
on the International 
Aircraft Communication 
Band and receives on the 

Navigation Band.

This rugged transceiver 
will take years of abuse. 
Built to survive 
immersion in water for 

up to 30 minutes at a 
depth of three feet.

Features
• 250 memory 

channels
• NOAA weather 

reception with severe 
weather alarm

• Back-lit keypad and display with dimmer
• Battery saver function
• One touch emergency frequency access 

(121.5)
• Side tone feature lets you hear your voice 

when using a headset
• VOX feature activates radio automatically 

when using a headset--no PTT needed
• Built-in timer
• Compact c ase: 2.4"w x 4.1"h x 1.2"d
• Includes: NiMH battery (with battery saver), 

charger, cradle, flexible antenna, antenna 
adapter to convert to BNC connector and 
headset adapter.

http://www.eaa477.org/
http://eaa477.org/


October Meeting Report
There are two parts to this report.  The first is about the 
man, PF Beck, and the other is his story of building an 
exceptional example of a Pietenpol Air Camper, from 
plans originally published in 1929. 

We had contacted PF several months ago in regard to 
bringing his plane to our meeting.  Turns out, that is the 
same day of their EAA chapter meetings.  But, in order to 
help us with our meeting, and to promote aviation in his 
own personal interest, he agreed to do so.  As you might 
remember, the weather on our meeting day was clear and a 
little cold after some weather midweek.  PF had told us he 
would be at RBW around 8:45, but he was nowhere to be 
seen.  I got a little worried, but had confirmed with him 
only days previous.  By 9:45 he lands and taxies up to the 
hanger.  As soon as I grabbed his hand, I knew he was 
cold, his hand was like ice!  

As the story goes, he took off with plenty of time, but had 
a hard time finding a good altitude to get a “smooth” ride. 
As you know, the Pietenpol is not a heavy airplane.  After 
a half hour of flight, he said he could still see Barnwell 
behind him from an altitude of 1000 feet.  The headwinds 
and rough air were beating him up quite serverely!  He 
told me that if he had not promised to bring the plane 
down for the presentation, he would have gone back 
home.  But, he had promised....  That is the type of guy PF 
Beck is.  They don't make them any better than that! 

After being warmed up with some hot coffee, and getting 
to know some of us and our guests, we started into the 
presentation.  

 

PF started construction of his plane in 2001 and finished it 
twenty seven months later.  There is no doubt that he did 
51% of the work.  In fact, he really did a ground-up 
construction.  This included finding local wood for 
construction, making his own propeller, burnishing the 
cowl, digging up parts for the Corvair engine and 
everything in between.  The result is that he has only 
about $6,800 good old US dollars and tons of sweat and 
tears invested in those 27 months!  

The plans are still available from the family of the original 
designer, Bernie Pietenpol: 
(http://community.pressenter.net/~apietenp/ ).

Over the years, as with many designs, there have been 
many upgrades and improvements, not to mention 
corrections.  However, for legal reasons, you will get the 
original plans when you order them for about $100.  You 
can also get a miniature set of complete plans when you 
join the Pietenpol association.  PF is very involved in the 
Broadhead Pietenpol Association (www.pietenpols.org), 
and will help anyone with noting the significant changes 
to plans if you should chose to purchase a set.
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PF selected wood for his plane by digging through stacks 
of lumber he found laying around a local lumber yard. 
While this saved significant cost, he recommends 
purchasing the wood “kit” from Aircraft Spruce, at a cost 
of about $1,600.  Spruce is used for all aircraft 
construction, and it is imperative that the grain meet 
specific requirements to ensure final construction strength, 
especially in the wing spars.

Ribs for the wings are constructed similar to other wooden 
planes and T-88 epoxy is used for gluing all components 
together.  The plywood used in the fuselage can be 
changed from the plans specification, if the replacement 
material is just as strong and more readily available.

The original design used a wooden tail skid.  That is not 
practical today, so it is necessary to replace that with a 
wheel.  PF has a lot of information on the spring he used 
from a Honda motorcycle on this tail wheel.

The original Pietenpol was covered with “bed sheet” 
material and painted with clear varnish.  Beck's aircraft is 
covered with 1.7 ounce Dacron cloth.  The yellow color is 
Benjamin Moore house paint, applied with a 
foam brush.  Back in the old days they 
didn't have fancy glossy finishes, and PF 
wanted to have his plane look “vintage”. 
Good choice; I think most of the builders in 
the late 20s and 30s, would have been 
envious of PF's finish. 

Bernie Pietenpol powered his plane with a 
Ford Model A engine.  You can still do that 
if you like, but it might be a little 
underpowered.  Many engines have been 
used since then.  PF chose to use the 
venerable Corvair engine.  These engines 
are used in many amateur built aircraft 
today, and engines and parts are still readily 
available.  PF's group sponsors the “Corvair 

College” (http://flycorvair.net/category/event/) which is 
held every year at the Barnwell airport.  As a mater of fact, 
it will be November 9th through the 11th this year.  Not 
much warning, but heads-up for next year.  This engine is 
flown at 3100 rpm or less.  At that output, it probably will 
not require a “top” or overhaul for many years.  It is all 
“electric” having alternator and electric start.  Cry your 
heart out Bernie, you were just thirty years too soon.

This plane also sports an intercom.  A handheld radio and 
GPS provide communication and navigation.  While you 
could install a few other things and head off for class 
Charlie or Bravo airspace, that is not the mission of this 
plane.  Besides, I wonder what it would be like on long 
final with a 757 up your tail.

The Pietenpol falls into the “light sport” category.  This is 
an easy entry point for those that want to get into aviation 
and a great outlet for “fun flying” for many of us.  While 
there are no planes that can be built with a screwdriver, 
hammer and pliers, this comes a lot closer than a Belch 
Fire 123, and a lot less expensive to build and operate. 
What would happen if two or three guys went together 
and built one?  I think they would have a lot of 
inexpensive FUN!
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Thank you P.F., for fighting cold headwinds to come share 
your knowledge and love of this very unique  aircraft.

More photos can be found at: 
http://www.eaa477.org/members-photo-albums.html 

-Glen Phelps, President

Treasurer's Report
In the last two months, September and October, there 
has been more activity than is normal.  We managed 
to have a good surplus due to the SCBC at MKS, and 
that put us ahead.  Purchase of the Vertex radio for 
our fall promotion and the cost of mailings put a big 
dent in that.  There were a couple of people that have 
paid dues for 2013 and one new member made a 
significant donation to the chapter to promote what 
we are doing, thank you for that.  The result is that 
our ending balance from our records (statement is not 
yet in from the bank) is that we are less than twenty 
dollars from where we were at the end of August. 
That is  good.  The numbers are:

Beginning Bank Balance: $2,351.03
Ending Bank Balance: $2,332.21
Beginning Petty Cash: $366.18
Ending Petty Cash: $11.18
Beginning Balance: $2,717.21
Ending Balance: $2,343.39
Increase or (decrease): -$373.82

-Glen Phelps, for Tony Cole

Christmas Dinner
Traditionally for our December meetings we 
invite our “significant others” and try to 
have a nice dinner and an interesting speaker 
that would appeal to both men and women 
in the audience. This year our dinner is tentatively 
scheduled for Thursday, December 13 and our guest 
speaker will be Dr. Art Schmitt.

Art flew P-2V Neptunes and HS-4 Sea King helicopters 
for the Navy during the Vietnam War. While flying an HS-
4 off the Yorktown in 1965 he had a very terrifying 
“incident” which he will describe during his presentation. 

 

Art later transferred to Pensacola, Florida as a flight 
instructor. While there he had the pleasure of instructing 
several of the Apollo astronaut corp, who were preparing 
for lunar landings. 

Art currently volunteers aboard “The Fighting Lady” at 
Patriots Point. We are excited Dr. Schmitt has agreed to 
speak at our December meeting!
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Holly Hill Fly-In
On Saturday October 20 the weather was picture-perfect, 
so Rich Hassle and I decided to drive up to Holly Hill, to 
check out the Carolina Sport Flyers fly-in.

We saw some neat LSAs & ultralights, and big ol' warbird. 
Ed Fisher gave an interesting talk on the Sport Aviation 
Association (http://www.sportaviationassociation.org/ ). 
Then to top it off, we had a great barbeque lunch.

The Holly Hill airport is a fun grass strip that has 
character (and characters) you just don't see in typical big 
county airports.
                                                     -Kevin Thorp, Secretary
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Join the Gang!

If you're not already a member of 
EAA Chapter 477 we'd love to have 
you join us!

Fill out the application on our home 
page (www.eaa477.org).

Or just drop in on one of our 
meetings & see what we're all about.

LowCountry Sport Aviation
EAA Chapter 477
517 Aviation Way
Walterboro, SC 29488 
www.eaa477.org

President: Glen Phelps  pres@eaa477.org  (843) 571-3332

Vice President: Greg Horne  vp@eaa477.org

Secretary & Newsletter Editor: Kevin Thorp 
sec@eaa477.org

Treasurer: Tony Cole  tres@eaa477.org

Webmaster: Lee Miller  lemiller@eaa477.org

Young Eagles Coordinator: Brett Grooms 
eagles@eaa477.org

Walterboro Wings-n-Wheels Coordinator: Roger Medlin 
acpilot.roger@gmail.com
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