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From the President

Upcoming Events

This time of the year brings good things and bad. The oppressive heat is abating, but the
days are getting shorter. You get a better "bite" in the cool air, but if you are VFR day,
you have less time to get your travels in. To top it off, we have had a pretty rainy "end
of summer" season. Kinda put a little damper on some events, like the MKS SCBC
breakfast. Can anyone relate?

Oct 4-5 – Sportair Workshops,
Peachtree City, GA (link)

Nevertheless, we had a really good turnout for our September meeting. We "cobbled"
together a couple of subjects: a GoPro-type camera knockoff and Roy did a short
demonstration regarding his "wrap" rather than paint for his RV. Bruce Huffines was off
to some interesting things so your "jack of all trades" (me) did the cooking for lunch.
Hope everyone had enough to eat. You can read more about that in the pages to follow.
There is also a "sighting" report in the pages to follow. Please take the time to read it.

Oct 5 – SC Breakfast Club,
Camden (CDN)
Oct 11 – EAA Chapter 477
Young Eagle Rally, Meeting &
Cookout (see page 2)
Oct 18 – EAA Chapter 1467 Fall
Fly-in, Gilbert (SC45)
Oct 19 – SC Breakfast Club,
Sumter (SMS)

I'd also like to remind you that we host the "Lowcountry Aviators" Facebook page. I don't think I am alone when I say that I
am "not a FB person". But, over the course of the last few months, I have found that it really is a good tool for sharing a lot of
interesting stuff including videos. This is a "public" page, so you don't even need to join Facebook to view it. Just go to
www.facebook.com/LowcountryAviators. You will need to join Facebook to leave comments or post new items.
Now for my Cozy report:
As I said in my "flight report" in the last newsletter, I am making some changes to my Cozy. The major change is in the engine
mount. In the end, this is certainly the right thing to do. The engine is off as well as the mount. Some of the changes have
been completed and others are almost finished. My plan is to have the changes complete by the first weekend in October, and
by the second weekend, have the engine back in place.
-Glen Phelps, President

“The FlyPaper” EAA Chapter 477 Newsletter October 2014

Page 1 of 8

September Meeting Report
Attendance: Glen Phelps, Roy Carson, Kevin Thorp, Lee
Miller, Mike Brown, Ken Burkhalter, John Kirk, Mac
Boatwright, Mark Smithdorff, Jeff Grigg, Ron Malec,
Rich Hassell, Dennis Dent, Norm Garland, Alex Yaitsky,
Timmy Lane
President – Glen Phelps opened up with a few
announcements concerning upcoming officer elections;
initiatives to make the EAA chapter and meetings more
beneficial for the members; venue for our holiday banquet
has not been selected.
Verizon is offering a special on the
iPad mini and details will be
available on our web page.
Next the NABI Square camera,
which is similar to the GoPro
camera concept, but much less
expensive, was demonstrated. It
can be purchased online, typically
for $80-$90, but if you watch for a
sale you might be able to get one
for as low as $55.
Dennis Dent showed a YouTube video of his J3 Cub flying
over Walterboro airport.

Ed Horn was the winner of the re-drawing for the Sporty’s
gift card.
Six Young Eagles were flown earlier that morning at
Summerville Airport. The pilots were Dennis Dent, Roy
Carson, and Mike Brown. Roger Medlin coordinated
paperwork and ground operations.
-Mike Brown, Secretary

Next Meeting:
Saturday, October 11, 2014 at the Lowcountry
Regional Airport, Walterboro, SC (RBW)
Roger Medlin is organizing another Young Eagles rally,
starting at 9:00. If you can assist with flying or in the
“ground crew” please call him at (843) 549-2549.
At 11:00 we'll begin our EAA 477 meeting with a few
minutes of Chapter business, followed by the October
EAA Chapters video. This month's video includes:

Roy Carson provided a presentation on the use of vinyl to
cover aircraft and the method he used to do his own
aircraft. Roy used the 3M 1080, which is the same type
used by NASCAR. There are two types of vinyl: 1)
Calendar which is flat and cannot be stretched, and 2) Cast
which can be stretched and molded. The cost of a pain job
is near $10,000. The cost of the company applying vinyl
for you is around $6,000. Roy purchased materials for
approximately $2,000 and did it himself.

•

Valdez STOL at Oshkosh - Bush pilots showcase
their short takeoff and landing (STOL) skills at
EAA AirVenture Oshkosh 2014

•

Remembering Paul - Honoring EAA Founder
Paul Poberezny at AirVenture Oshkosh 2014

•

News from HQ - EAA’s Charlie Becker gives an
update on homebuilding developments and new
flying club resources

Afterward we'll head over to
Glen's hangar for some
delicious fresh grilled burgers
and hot dogs. We ask members
to make a $5 “donation” to the
tip jar to help cover food costs,
but new guests eat free, as a
welcome to our Chapter. Please drop in!
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Treasurer's Report
This month we are dedicating a section of the
newsletter to a treasurer report that is somewhat more
detailed than usual as we attempt to inform our
membership what their dues go to and why we ask
for donations to offset the cost of our cookouts each
month.
Here is the normal report that you see in the news
letter each month. This one is for the month of
September, 2014.
Beginning Bank Balance =
Ending Bank Balance =

$2,565.48
$2,599.48

Beginning Petty Cash =
Ending Petty Cash =

$38.00
$38.00

Beginning Balance =
Ending Balance =
Increase or (decrease) =

$2,603.48
$2,637.48
$34.00

2.

3.

As you will note, we had a $34 increase in our total
funds this month. This was due to good attendance
and a reduced amount of cookout supplies due to
buying extra supplies last month (where we lost
$31.70 due to the extra supplies bought then, that we
didn't have to buy this time). So you can see that
over the last two months we increased our total net
worth by $2.30.
Due to some requests by members that we explain
how their dues are spent and why they don't get more
for them, we have compiled a more detailed report of
our income and expenditures. This is not a line by
line by month report but is a compilation of average
costs based on several years of financial data and in
that respect is as close as possible to a audit report as
it can get without being many pages long.
There are a few estimations that need to be
mentioned as you go through the report.
1. Since everyone who paid their dues in
December last year only paid $20 the income
line for dues (which was figured on the
regular dues rate of $25) is a little generous,
but since it would take a good bit of work to
go back and figure who paid $20 and who
paid $25 we calculated the figure based on the
“regular” dues amount. Just remember this

4.

5.

6.

inflates the income numbers slightly. As we
pay dues this year I'll try to keep a running
count of dues so that this item next year will
be more easily compiled and more accurate
for our budget.
Since “tips” to help defer the cost of cookout
supplies varies greatly from month to month
we assumed a number of average attendees
(13) that is slightly optimistic and assumed
that everyone would pay the “suggested” tip
of $5 each. The truth is that many months we
do not collect enough tips to pay for the
cookout supplies. First time guests are not
usually asked to pay.
We assumed that we would sell $45 worth of
“extra” gift card drawing tickets, and this year
we actually did, however many of those were
sold to sponsors of Young Eagles at one of the
rallies. Free tickets have always been limited
to attending members. Since the executive
board has decided that we will limit tickets
(those sold as extra chances) to members,
guests, and speakers we may not sell that
many in the future (should it be decided that
the raffle continue after this year). Other
incentives are being discussed as possibilities
as we measure whether our current one (the
free ticket for a $100 gift card) is performing
its expected duty of bringing more members
out to the meetings.
Annual Christmas party costs will vary
depending on venue, # attending, and
incentives. This past year we subsidized $10
toward the meal for each member and 1 guest.
We also had expenses for room rent and paid
a tip to the servers, who did a great job and
were only working for what tips they got at
this party since they were extra servers
assigned to just us.
As you may have noticed one line item in the
“highs and lows” section showed that one of
the only reasons we had a total as high as we
did in June of 2014 was that we managed to
sell the cook trailer (that we only used once a
year at Monck's Corner Airport pancake
breakfasst) for about the same price we
bought it for (way before my time).
Some of the things that we spent money on
but were not listed because they did not

“The FlyPaper” EAA Chapter 477 Newsletter October 2014

Page 3 of 8

happen this year were the purchase of the
projector and screen that we use for
presentations, and the sound system (PA type)
used for some outside activities.
7. Things that are being considered (and we
would like your comments on) are EAA477
hats initially for all members, and then given
to each new member as a welcome to the
Chapter, and having those same hats and
possibly crew shirts and T-shirts with
embroidered logo and wings for purchase at
our cost.

Below is the promised compilation of our
costs versus income.
The Peter Burgher fund is set up by EAA to assist
chapters in setting up and utilizing the free (to the
chapter) web pages. We do not utilize the free web
pages as the format and utility are somewhat more
limited than the great sight we have (which we
created using the Weebly web hosting format) so this
is an expenditure that we (the executive board) may
ask the chapter's permission at an upcoming meeting
to forgo in the future. We do not see a cost benefit to
the chapter in this donation.

Members in chapter
Drawing tickets sold total

In closing please remember, this is you the Chapter's
money. You have intrusted the executive board with
the authority to spend it to the chapter's benefit. It's
still your money so if you have suggestions for how
you think it should be spent, please bring it up to a
board member or at a monthly meeting. As we look
for the best ways to spend your money we also are
constantly looking for ways to bring more money in
to the chapter to spend on programs/merchandise/
aviation education/ trips etc. The best way to grow
income is to grow membership. That takes everyone
in the Chapter making sure it's the best that it can be,
advertising it's worth to fellow aviators and aviation
enthusiasts, and participating in the planning,
implementing, and even the presenting of beneficial
programs, lectures & presentations.
Consider running for office, volunteering for a
committee (either ad hoc or standing), or otherwise
supporting your chapter other than just on meeting
day if you can.
Enjoy the rest of the newsletter.
Your servant and guardian of your Chapter money.
-Lee Miller, Treasurer

19
45

Members attending
(average)

13

Annual Cst based on
ANNUAL FIGURES
EAA National dues
EAA National Insurance
Peter Burger fund (see below)
Sporty's gift certificate
Member dues = $25/person
drawing tickes at $1 ea est.
YE mailing costs est
Holiday dinner expenses
Sub totals
Net gain/loss

Projected gain/loss for 2014

Some highs and lows
Nov '11
Aug '13
Jun 14 (sale of canteen =
$500)

Expense

“Income”

$100.00
$230.00
$25.00
$300.00
$475.00
$45.00
$50.00
$220.00
$925.00
-$405.00

MONTHLY FIGURES
Expense

Annual cost for
mnthly cookouts
Monthly Buns x
Monthly Burgers x
Monthly Dogs x
Monthly Drinks x
Condiments x
Cups/plates/ice, etc

$520.00

12
12
12
12
12

$96.00
$288.00
$144.00
$48.00
$96.00
$120.00

Assuming $5/person
Guest attending
Sub totals

$792.00

Annual Net gain/loss
on mnthly cookouts

-$12.00

-$417.00

$2,914.52
$2,147.78
$2,718.30
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Executive Meeting Minutes
September 28, 2014
ATTENDANCE: Glen Phelps, Kevin Thorp, Lee Miller,
Mike Brown
•

Reviewed finances:

•

Will provided financial report of major expenses in
newsletter so members have options of seeing where
their money goes

•

•

Summary of expenses: annual dues to national,
insurance, food for chapter meetings, postage, Young
Eagle support, incentives (i.e Sporty’s Gift certificate)
Weighed options of spending a lot of chapter funds on
members verses what opportunities we might have to
give up. Perhaps a balanced approach would be the
best.

•

We partially subsidized the Christmas dinner at
Gilligan’s for members last year.

•

Treasure reported that had we not sold the trailer this
year, we would have a $200 deficit with current
expenses

•

Discussed if expenses for incentives are doing what
we wanted—increasing membership. Should we
continue with the discount for paying dues early?

•

Reviewed membership and attendance list to
anticipate 2015 income from member dues

•

Sixteen members paid the $25 annual chapter dues

•

Reviewed name of those potential members that no
longer attend and possible reasons why

•

Discussed the diverse interest of those who attend, i.e.
some are interested in building, some are more
interested in just flying. Thus the difficulty in finding
speakers and topics that will always appeal to
everyone.

•

Suggested that we seek a membership coordinator to
follow up with those not attending regularly and
remind members of annual dues. One potential
candidate was suggested and will be contacted

•

Reviewed Young Eagle program. Had teleconference
with Roger Medlin

•

Executive committee proposed a quarterly Young
Eagles rally for the chapter to support

•

Roger was asked about the kind of support needed to
have a rally on October 11th

•

Potential pilots and ground support needs were shared
with the group

•

The accident at the Young Eagle’s rally in New York
on the previous day was discussed along with safety
issues we could enhance. We want to be ready to
response to any concerns raised by parents.

•

We will add a line item to the 2015 budget for the
Young Eagle support

•

Closing comments:

•

A short business meeting and lunch will take place in
Glenn’s hanger after the YE event on October 11th at
noon.

•

Currently there is no Wings and Wheels event planned
for 2015

EAA Webinars
How many of you have participated in an EAA
webinar? They're very informative, and simple to
“attend”. Using your computer or tablet you can listen
to the host and watch his presentation live. One of the
best parts is the ability to ask questions and get
answers about the topic, real-time. Below is the
October webinar schedule. For details go to:
http://www.eaa.org/en/eaa/aviation-education-andresources/aviation-videos-and-aviation-photos/eaawebinars

October 8
8:00 pm Eastern
Category and Class: Adding Privileges
Under Sport Pilot Rules
Prof. H. Paul Shuch
October 15
8:00 pm Eastern
Prepare for Your Checkride and Pass
Larry Bothe
October 22
8:00 pm Eastern
Chapter Chat: Fun with Flight Simulators
EAA Chapter Manager
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An Old Piper Gets a Fresh
Start
Sometimes you are just standing in the right place at the
right time and get one of these opportunities.
One of the guys at RBW was doing some business up in
the hill country of North Carolina near the Ashville area
several months ago. While there, he came across an early
1960s Piper 180 that had been sitting at the Transylvania
County airport, 3NR3. After a lot of leg work, he strikes a
deal with the owner and the local mechanic. He will
purchase the plane when it is "ready to fly" at his total
invested price. So the work starts.
After the work is done and the deal is complete it is time
to get the plane from 3NR3 to RBW. That is where I enter
the picture. Like most pilots, I have a lot of time in the
Cessna series aircraft. But, I also have a lot of time in the
PA28 series Pipers with
the "Hershey bar" wing,
anywhere from the 140
hp to the 200 hp
equipped frames.
N7203W had been
sitting on the ramp for a
long time, ten years!
The first two years of
that time, the original
owner had done
annuals, but not flown
the aircraft. Then, for
the next eight years, it
just sat, out in the
weather. The mechanic
at 3NR3 had gone over it completely, replacing many
things, cleaning up a lot of things and blessing it with a
new annual. We had a good conversation as he went
through all that he had done. The work was very good
and there was a lot of attention to detail. The machine was
airworthy, but still had only about an hour on the engine
and had not yet flown. But, I was ready.
Oh, I should mention for those of you not old enough to
know, this early model airframe does not have toe brakes;
only a hand brake. You direct the airplane with the
steerable nose wheel, but stop it with the hand brake.
Now it is time to consider the airport environment. I will
leave it to you to get the details regarding this location.
The runway is 2903 X 50 feet with trees at both ends, and
hills beyond them. 50 feet is starting to look rather
narrow. To the north of the runway is a gravel pit dug out
of the side of a mountain. The local people tell me it now

best to use runway 9, and after departure, do not attempt a
left between the gravel pit and the runway, but proceed
around the mountain and back to the field. I am ready for
the maiden flight.
Run up is complete and everything seems to be working
really well. So, I point it to the east, hold the brakes while
I bring the power up, release the brakes and off I go.
Acceleration is good, airspeed is good and I start the
rotation, but the hill ahead is getting closer. I choose to
slip to the right of center line before starting my left turn
to go around the mountain. Of course, the mountain is not
parallel to the runway, so the further I go, the further I get
from the airfield.
I call left base, but am not sure where I am at; can't find
the runway. So, I keep altitude until I figure out where it
is; oh down there just beyond the hill and power lines.
Yup, this will not be a landing, just a low pass, which is
what I expected to anyway. At least now I know what to
look for on the next
round.
I prefer keeping extra
airspeed in this maiden
flight after ten years,
also a little extra
altitude. So, as I turn
final, I am high with
plenty of airspeed. Full
flaps, a little slip and a
slight turn or two and I
plop it down right on the
numbers just above
stall. Oh yeah, no toe
brakes; no problem as I
almost make the turnoff for the terminal.
When I get to the terminal, there is a little excitement from
the guys from RBW. I guess they had not heard the
instructions to go around the mountain. After I took off,
they lost sight of me and wondered what happened. Of
course, when they take off with the 206, a light 300
hp/constant speed prop airplane has NO problem clearing
the trees/hill on the departure end of runway 9.
I load up the new owner and we are ready to leave for
RBW and N7203W's new home. For noise abatement, I
again go around the mountain with the gravel pit. We
climb slowly to 5500 feet headed for home. A little later I
take it up to 7500 feet to get a smoother ride, but the trip
was uneventful.
I think you will see N7203W around RBW for some time.
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RBW Sightings
I should have remembered the conversation last week,
about a flight of planes coming to RBW and wanting to
purchase avgas at a "good price". They were wanting a
significant quantity. But I forgot that. When I got the
airport and saw the lineup of planes, it brought the
memory back.
There were six beautiful SNJs numbered one through six
parked on the ramp being fueled. What I did miss was the
"show" they put on as they arrived. But, as when they
left, it only provided another opportunity for them to
"practice" coordination maneuvers.

pilot in the number one airplane waited until all pilots
were ready by hand signal. Then each pilot donned the
liner for the helmet at the same time, followed by the
helmet. When this was complete, engine start up was
similarly coordinated as each engine came to life at the
same time.

They had left the northeast and were headed to Daytona
where they were to perform at some function, but I don't
recall exactly where. I am confident that the lineup was
something they did without any outside help. All were
perfectly in line.

Due to fuel load and the width of the runway, each plane
took off in line. When the plane ahead of the next raised
its tail wheel, the next started the take off roll. If the fuel
load was less and we had another 50 feet in width, I am
sure I would have seen something else. But I did get a
video of start up and take off.

I was able to witness the departure, and videoed the start
up to taxi and the takeoff. As mentioned before, this
provided just another coordination opportunity. The lead
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Do Airplanes
Make You Smile?

LowCountry Sport Aviation
EAA Chapter 477
517 Aviation Way
Walterboro, SC 29488
www.eaa477.org

President: Glen Phelps pres@eaa477.org (843) 571-3332
Secretary: Michael Brown sec@eaa477.org
Treasurer: Lee Miller lemiller@eaa477.org
If you're not already a member of
EAA Chapter 477 we'd love to have
you join us!
Fill out the application on our home
page (www.eaa477.org).
Or just drop in on one of our
meetings & see what we're all about.

Newsletter Editor & Webmaster: Kevin Thorp
thorp.kevin@gmail.com
Young Eagles Coordinator: Roger Medlin
acpilot.roger@gmail.com
Walterboro Wings-n-Wheels Coordinator: Roger Medlin
acpilot.roger@gmail.com
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