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From the President
I may be sensitive, but I personally see the days getting shorter. For those that don't
like to fly in hot weather, the cooler weather is on the way, but don't complain about
the cold in a few months. At least the hanger will not be over 100 degrees.
There was a very small number of people in attendance for the last meeting. If there
was anything good about that, it was that there was plenty to eat, well, too much. But,
that led to another discussion that had come up many times before; changing the venue
for our monthly meetings. And, that is the big discussion following.
After a lot of talk among the executive committee members, we have made the decision
to move the meetings to RBW airport on the second Saturday of each month starting in
October of this year. Our September meeting is being replaced with our serving
breakfast for the SC Breakfast Club at MKS on the 16th of the month.

Upcoming Events
Sept 2 - SC Breakfast Club,
Columbia Metro CAE
Sept 5-9 - Tripletree Fly-In,
Woodruff, SC
Sept 16 – SC Breakfast Club,
Moncks Corner, hosted by
Chapter 477 and MKS
Sept 28-29 - Southeast Aviation
Expo, Greenville Downtown

GMU

Sept 30 - SC Breakfast
With a lot of kicking and complaining, we have been granted our request for EAA
Club, Greenville Downtown GMU
Oshkosh to send out an e-mail to local EAA members not affiliated with any chapter.
They will only do this maybe a couple of times a year, so we are asking that this be
done in conjunction with our October 13 kickoff of the new meeting venue, as part of a membership drive. We are also going
to reach out to other members of the aviation community. Since this decision was made, only a couple of weeks ago, we have
received some great responses. Please go to the website to see what is planned.

We also had an interesting “sighting” at RBW (where else?) this month. Be sure to read about that on page 4.
Now for my Cozy report:
There is light at the end of the tunnel! Oops, sometimes that light can be an oncoming train. While connecting brake lines, I
came across something I had put on the back burner. Ouch, this would require lowering the landing gear bow, a real task in
itself. There is not sufficient space to tell all of the details here, but it was an interesting fourteen hours! Thanks to Roy
Carson, who loaned me an aircraft jack, and Roger Medlin for his indispensable second set of hands (and back, for lifting),
THE JOB IS DONE! While it was not in the plan for the day, it had to be done.
For more details check out my video: http://youtu.be/_CnH8SJ8mEo
-Glen Phelps, President
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August Meeting Report
We had a light turnout at our meeting on the 9th at the
CAFB Aero Club . Coincidentally, both Roger Medlin and
Brett Grooms were also at the Aero Club, on “official
business” with the Civil Air Patrol, in glass cockpit
training. As usual, Glen brought hot fresh pizza from
Costco (best deal in town).

Win a Vertex Pro Transceiver!
No purchase necessary. Register at any
Chapter 477 meeting, or online at
http://eaa477.org. To register you must
be an adult resident of Bamberg,
Beaufort, Berkeley, Charleston, Colleton,
Dorchester, Hampton or Jasper county.
EAA Chapter 477 officers are excluded
from entering. The winner will be
randomly selected at our November
10, 2012 meeting at the Lowcountry
Regional Airport (KRBW). You do not
have to be present to win.

The topic for the evening was membership and how to
increase it . This has also been the topic of recent Chapter
477 officer meetings.
Of course members want to see interesting topics and we
should advertise them well. We've tried to line up some
fun, interesting meetings over the next few months, and
we have a few ideas to improve our “marketing”. We will
try to keep 2 to 3 months worth of meeting topics posted
on our web site and newsletter, and we plan to do a
mailing (traditional & email) marketing campaign, to get
the word out. This will include a sweepstakes drawing
with a pretty great prize, as shown on the right.

About the prize:
The Vertex Standard VXA-220 Pro VI is
a compact, stylish, solid and
submersible hand-held transceiver
providing communication on the
International Aircraft
Communication Band and
receives on the
Navigation Band.

Another topic was the meeting location. The Aero Club
has some positive aspects: It's centralized and it's free. But
there are some negatives as well. No officers have keys to
the building. We have been locked out on a couple
occasions. CHS is a very busy controlled airport. This
discourages some pilots from flying in to the meetings,
especially if they like to fly “low & slow” type aircraft.
Having the meetings at night also prevents some from
flying in.
We discussed some of the smaller county airports and
decided RBW in Walterboro was the most “EAA
friendly”, and already has a number of members. So for a
few months we are going to try meeting the 2 nd Saturday
of the month at RBW. We realize this is a longer drive for
some, but we can arrange car pools to save gas &
socialize. We have some fun, informative meetings lined
up and we hope you'll join us!
-Kevin Thorp, Secretary

This rugged transceiver
will take years of abuse.
Built to survive
immersion in water for
up to 30 minutes at a
depth of three feet.

•
•
•
•

Treasurer's Report
Beginning Bank Balance
Ending Bank Balance
Beginning Petty Cash
Ending Petty Cash
Beginning Balance
Ending Balance
Increase or (decrease)

•

$2,283.57
$2,283.57
$9.02
$5.03
$2,292.59
$2,288.60
-$3.99

•
•
•

Features
• 250 memory
channels
• NOAA weather
reception with severe
weather alarm
Back-lit keypad and display with dimmer
Battery saver function
One touch emergency frequency access
(121.5)
Side tone feature lets you hear your voice
when using a headset
VOX feature activates radio automatically
when using a headset--no PTT needed
Built-in timer
Compact case: 2.4"w x 4.1"h x 1.2"d
Includes: NiMH battery (with battery saver),
charger, cradle, flexible antenna, antenna
adapter to convert to BNC connector and
headset adapter.
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Upcoming Meetings:
Sunday, September 16
Chapter 477, and the staff at Berkeley County Airport are
hosting the SC Breakfast Club up at the MKS airport on
Sunday morning, September 16th.
We are looking for volunteers to help cook and serve the
food. If you can assist, please call Kevin Thorp (2256058) or email thorp.kevin@gmail.com.
But even if you can't help, we hope you can fly or drive in
to have a great breakfast, look at some neat aircraft and
share aviation fellowship.
We start cooking about 7:30; breakfast is served 8:3010:30.

Saturday, October 13
This is the first meeting at our new ”home base”,
Lowcountry Regional Airport in Walterboro. P.F. Beck
will be flying his beautiful Pietenpol Air Camper over
from Barnwell, to talk about affordable aviation. He was
able to build this aircraft for $6,800, including the Corvair
engine conversion. If you're into vintage aircraft or don't
have a lot of money you don't want to miss this.
About 10:00 am we'll have coffee and socializing, then the
meeting starts at 11:00. Afterward our head chef, Bruce
Huffines will grill up some delicious hamburgers &
sausage dogs.
Note: as a “welcome” the RBW Airport is offering a fuel
discount to anyone flying in for the October meeting.

Saturday, November 10
Also at RBW airport. Roy Carson will be presenting his
project, a Subaru-powered Vans RV-7. For those of you
interested in the RV aircraft line, sheet metal construction
or alternative engines, this should be a very interesting
meeting.
As with the Oct. meeting we'll start with coffee &
socializing about 10:00 am, then the meeting “officially”
starts at 11:00. About noon or 12:30 we'll serve lunch,
perhaps some of that famous Dukes BBQ.
At the end of the meeting we'll have the drawing for
our sweepstakes prize – a Vertex Standard VXA-220
Pro transceiver. You don't want to miss that!
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RBW Sightings
I had seen a helicopter around the field on and off for
several days. In many sightings, I saw something
dangling below it as it scooted over the perimeter of the
airport, but could not tell what it was.
Then one day, rather late in the evening, it lands near the
maintenance hanger. The pilot gets out of the helicopter
and into a truck parked on the field. I guess the lights in
the hanger attracted his attention since he stopped by to
see what was going on. That is when I learned what he
was doing.

associated machine is quite expensive (and a little tricky
to run), the speed at which he can accomplish the same
things done by the other techniques is fantastic!
I tied to get a picture of him at treetop level doing some
trees adjacent to the airport, but he was moving too fast
for me to get to where he was. Nevertheless, I got some
good photos of the equipment as well as the video of him
lifting off to start on a days work.
Video Link: http://youtu.be/NygUqAc3sNk
-Glen Phelps, President

As it turns out, he was the pilot/owner/designer of a tree
trimming device to clear trees from power line right of
ways. We have probably seen men in bucket trucks
working with chain saws to clear limbs from trees along
power lines. I have also seen men operating trucks with
large rotary saw blades on arms doing the same thing.
You can imagine how long it takes for the bucket truck
operators to do this, and the fancy saws on arms might be
a little faster, but still pretty time consuming.

This person (I didn't get a name) developed a device that
has ten twenty inch saw blades on a shaft driven by a large
gasoline engine, that he “drags” along the tree-line to do
the same thing. While the operation of the helicopter and
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Airplanes on your brain?

LowCountry Sport Aviation
EAA Chapter 477
537 Aviation Way
Walterboro, SC 29488
www.eaa477.org

President: Glen Phelps pres@eaa477.org (843) 571-3332
Vice President: Greg Horne vp@eaa477.org

Come join Us!

Secretary & Newsletter Editor: Kevin Thorp
sec@eaa477.org

If you're not already a member of
EAA Chapter 477 we'd love to have
you join us!

Treasurer: Tony Cole tres@eaa477.org

Fill out the application on our home
page (www.eaa477.org).

Young Eagles Coordinator: Brett Grooms
eagles@eaa477.org

Or just drop in on one of our
meetings & see what we're all about.

Walterboro Wings-n-Wheels Coordinator: Roger Medlin
acpilot.roger@gmail.com

Webmaster: Lee Miller lemiller@eaa477.org
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