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From the President
We had a good gathering for our meeting on the 8th of June. It had been a couple of
months since we had a "normal meeting". Pat Wechter gave us a primer on fabric
covering. He has the experience with his Marquart Charger and is now working on his
Champ. You will read more concerning this in the report by Kevin later in the newsletter.
Pat is also going to do some hands on at the July and probably the August meeting. We
have information on that on the website www.eaa477.org. That is always the place to go
for the most current information.
You also need to know that even though there is a commitment of two hours to the "hands
on" at the July meeting, you don't have to be signed up for that to come out and watch,
"hanger fly" and enjoy our cookout by Bruce Huffines; EAA477's personal chef!

Upcoming Events
July 7 – SC Breakfast Club,
Holly Hill 5J5
July 13 - Chapter 477
Meeting, Walterboro (RBW)
See page 2
July 21 - SC Breakfast Club,
Triple Tree SC00
July 29- Aug 4 – AirVenture

Oshkosh

Our "extra curricular" excitement in June was the celebration of the 80th year RBW. I
have a report on that later in the newsletter. Took that opportunity to fly a number of Young Eagles. Note also, that this event
got some new EAA members signed up so that they could fly the Young Eagles. It was a great day.
Hey, Oshkosh is coming up! I would really like to go, but we have a family gathering that comes first. I do believe I heard that
some of our members are intending to go. If you go, don't keep it a secret, but let us know what you think. We might not ask
you to do a "presentation", but we sure would like to hear of your experience. Seems to me I talked to someone in the group
that is going for the very first time; that is always exciting.
And be sure to read the "Sightings" reports on page 3, they are rather interesting.
Now for my Cozy report:
Wow, the wiring is done! I was
thinking about cranking it for the
first time, but I was by myself
and it was 3:00 AM, so I passed.
It will have to wait until the first
week in July. Should make for a
good "August" report. Along the
way, I installed the oil
temperature sensor in the correct
spot, the oil pan, and had some
other experiences due to that.
But at least I have a shiny
painted oil pan to complement
my "Georgia" overhaul. Norman
Garland taught me what that
means. If you don't know, I
might tell you privately......
-Glen Phelps, President
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June Meeting Report
Glen and Roger must have worked their magic, because as
usual we were blessed with great weather during our June
8th meeting at RBW. 15 members and guests attended.
We started with a little chapter business, including a
mention of our commitment to host the September 15th
SC Breakfast Club in Moncks Corner. Someone also
suggested a “Birds, Blues & Brats” Oktoberfest party. (we
probably shouldn't be drinking “Brews” if we're flying
“Birds”).

Use the same company for your base coat, top coat, etc.
Other tips: buy a good respirator, wear old clothes and
poly-fiber fabric is very delicate before the coatings are
applied (ask Pat how he found out).
Pat touched on many subjects including cementing, fabrics
(flat & pre-sewn envelopes), heat shrinking, rib stitching,
reenforcing tape, inspection ports, primers, UV protection,
top coats and repairs. Fascinating stuff, but WAY too
much to include in this short article. Thank you Pat, for
the very informative presentation. Of course it was just a
brief overview of fabric covering. For those of you who
want to get their hands dirty and learn a lot more, sign up
for the free 2-hour workshop below.
After the meeting we had a great cookout, with Bruce
Huffines once again serving as our Chapter Grillmaster.
-Kevin Thorp, Secretary & Newsletter Editor

Next Meeting – July 13

Then we moved on to the main subject of the meeting: Pat
Wechter's presentation on covering his beautiful Marquart
Charger biplane. When Pat started his project he knew
next to nothing about many aircraft building skills –
including fabric covering. So he signed up for a 2 ½ day
workshop, something he strongly recommends.
Pat used the Poly-fiber system on his Charger and was
happy with the results. He said there are a number of
covering systems that will also give excellent results, IF
you follow the manufacturer's instructions and avoid
taking unsolicited advice from random “know-it-alls”. The
most important thing is not to mix different systems.

At 10am Saturday July 13th Pat Wechter will be hosting
a 2-hour fabric covering workshop in his hangar at the
Walterboro airport (RBW). After hearing Pat's very
interesting June presentation on covering his Marquart
Charger, we twisted his arm until he agreed to host a
“hands on” workshop. Pat will be using his Aeronca
Champ project in this workshop.
If you would like to attend please “sign up” on
www.eaa477.org so we have a headcount. (If the sign up
form isn't there yet, please check back in a day or two.)
But even if you don't sign up for the workshop, we hope
you'll drop in to observe, chat, hanger fly, etc. And as
usual, Bruce Huffines will be grilling up some delicious
burgers & hotdogs at noon. Hope you can make it!
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Walterboro Sightings
About a month ago a very unusual aircraft landed at, you
guessed it, RBW. The Cavalon is produced by Auto-Gyro
GMBH. It can be described as an airplane with helicopter
blades. The Cavalon, according to their website is the
“dawn of a new era”. Their first side-by side autogyro (or
gyroplane) is a real masterpiece in design, technique and
innovation and overcomes restrictions and limits of
previous designs. Seated side by side, it presents its pilot
and passenger an incomparable dimension and comfort.

The Cavalon can fly long distances due to its big tank
volume. Also the interior offers much room for pilot and
passengers and shows a highly structured overview with
outstanding design.
In my twenty three years of flying and nearly 2,500 hours
in over 40 different types of airplane, the Cavalo AutoGyro was the most exciting aircraft I have every flown.
The cost? Well a cool $105K will put you in one today.
Well there you have it. Another sighting over Walterboro,
SC. Stop by sometimes - you never know what you might
see.
-Roger Medlin, Vice President
Editor's notes: See additional photo on last page,
and click here to watch the factory video:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vc_WyeTqbhM

They might not be as cool as a high-tech gyroplane, but I
thought this was pretty neat. At RBW's 80th anniversary a
"gaggle" of Piper J3 Cubs stopped by for the good fuel
prices at the field - and almost diverted some of the
attention from the festivities.
This little machine, as shown in these photos, really is an
awesome flying machine. I had the wonderful pleasure of
being both passenger and pilot in the Cavalon Gyro. It
takes off like an airplane with the prop in the back, but at
rotations it lifts like, you got it, a helicopter. You just pull
back on the stick and blades begin to rotate, and you fly
right of the runway.

They flew in and out in formation. I kinda wish I had
gone over and met the guys. It looked like they were
having a lot of fun enjoying the good flying weather.
-Glen Phelps, President

For about twenty minutes over RBW, I enjoyed flying this
little dual aircraft. It was more fun than a barrel of
monkeys. The Cavalon's side-by-side seating expands the
product range of Auto-Gyro and offers a huge variety of
features. It handles and flies with ease.
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80th Anniversary Celebration of
the Lowcountry Regional Airport
All the people in Walterboro and Colleton County need to
thank Roger Medlin, Operations Manager at the airport for
spotting the fact that it would celebrate it's 80th
anniversary on Saturday June 15th. Once the word was
out, everybody in the community really got behind the
celebration.
Eighty years ago, RBW was originallt dedicated as the
“Anderson Landing Field”, and was hailed as a step into
the future for the town of Walterboro. Nine years later,
America was at war, and the the United Army Airforces
moved in, turning it into a training field. With construction
of three runways, many buildings and a control tower, it
became the “Walterboro Army Airfield”. Only one
building remains from that era; the large Quonset hut
across from today's terminal.
The airport became a sub-base of the Columbia Army
Airfield, used for the training of B-25 Mitchell medium
bomber pilots and crews.

Speakers that followed were, James White, director of the
Colleton County Veterans Affairs Office and a member of
the Hiram E. Mann Chapter of the Tuskegee Airmen, Tom
Carlin, a retired Air Force pilot, who serves as historian
for the local Civil Air Patrol Composite Squadron and last,
Walterboro Mayor Bill Young, a member of the airport
commission. All told of the deep history of the airfield and
the very positive economic impact it has for today.

It also became home to the largest camouflage school in
the United States and a prisoner of war camp, housing
approximately 250 German soldiers.
In April of 1944, the base became a training center for the
Tuskegee Airmen, where over 500 pilots were trained
between April 1944 and October 1945. After the war the
Army returned the airfield to the local government. From
those beginnings, the Lowcountry Regional Airport has
become the largest general aviation airport in South
Carolina.

The celebration began with the Posting of the Colors by
members of the Walterboro and Charleston Civil Air
Patrol Composite Squadrons. The Pledge of Allegiance
was recited, followed by the invocation given by Lt Col
Roger Medlin, CAP Chaplin.

When these festivities were completed, five EAA pilots
manned their aircraft to take a total of twenty-seven Young
Eagles aloft. Those pilots were: Todd Givens, Micheal
Brown, Jeff Grigg, Roy Carson and Roger Medlin. I took
some of the Young Eagles for a pre-flight walk through
while Kevin Thorp gave them some “ground school”
training. Roger had arraigned for some able volunteers to
help with organizing the paperwork that had to be done,
and Airport Manager, Tommy Rowe personally escorted
the Young Eagles to and from aircraft to keep them safe.
The YE flights were a great closing to a historic day at
RBW.
-Glen Phelps, President
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Come join the Pack!

LowCountry Sport Aviation
EAA Chapter 477
517 Aviation Way
Walterboro, SC 29488
www.eaa477.org

President: Glen Phelps pres@eaa477.org (843) 571-3332
Vice President: Roger Medlin acpilot.roger@gmail.com
Secretary & Newsletter Editor: Kevin Thorp
sec@eaa477.org
If you're not already a member of
EAA Chapter 477 we'd love to have
you join us!

Treasurer: Lee Miller lemiller@eaa477.org
Webmaster: Greg Horne gehorne@jws.com

Fill out the application on our home
page (www.eaa477.org).

Young Eagles Coordinator: Brett Grooms
eagles@eaa477.org

Or just drop in on one of our
meetings & see what we're all about.

Walterboro Wings-n-Wheels Coordinator: Roger Medlin
acpilot.roger@gmail.com
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