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From the President
I write this from Iowa this month. It has been family business that has brought me here.
As always, my twin brother and I have a chance to take in some other things most often
not directly related to my visits. There is a short report regarding some of these
experiences later in the newsletter.
Those that missed the last meeting lost out on an extraordinary presentation by author
Dennis Maxwell. The Chapter has purchased a copy of his book “The Great Eclipse” and
it will be available for “check-out” to members. Please make sure to read the report later
in this newsletter addition.
We had some interesting guests at our last meeting too. It is good to see that our efforts
with Wings-n-Wheels does have some payback! We also were blessed when George from
Savannah missed his FAA meeting but made it to ours. Thanks for the additional drinks,
George.

Upcoming Events
July 8 – SC Breakfast Club,
Cheraw, CQW
July 12 – EAA Chapter 477
Meeting, 6:30 pm at the CAFB
Aero Club (see eaa477.org
for details)
July 22 - SC Breakfast Club,
Triple Tree, SC00
July 23-29 – AirVenture,
Oshkosh, WI

I am probably not alone when I say that the “necessities” of life can put a strain on us. To
handle this, we need to prioritize our lives. May I suggest that one of the things that
might be a “priority” in our lives could be aviation. If so, we need to make sure that we
give it some attention. Being an EAA member (and maybe an AOPA member too) is one
way to start. An article written by Paul Poberenzy in the last issue of Sport Pilot really
brought this home. Please see what he had to say on page 106 of the June issue. I found
it very thought provoking. What is your opinion? Is the demise of private aviation just
around the corner? Maybe so, if we are not attentive to some of the issues.
Now for my Cozy report:
Many of you know that I had
been working feverishly on
my project in May. One, I
need to get it done and two, I
had committed to display it
for “advertising” the Vacation
Bible School program at our
church the first two weeks of
June. I certainly do not have
it “done” and even was a little
short of my goal for the
presentation, but it was “on
site” as I had promised. (That
experience has created a lot of
additional stories too!) When
I get back to Charleston, it
will be full speed ahead again
to “get'er done”!
-Glen Phelps, President
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June Meeting Report
11 members and guests attended our June meeting,
including 2 new faces; Ron Malick, who learned about us
at Wings-n-Wheels and a gentleman from Savannah who
came to an FAA meeting on the wrong date. He seemed to
really enjoy participating in our meeting instead.
As usually we started with pizza and socializing, followed
by Chapter business, which we kept short to allow more
time for our guest speaker.
Brett Grooms found our
presenter, aviation author
Dennis Maxwell, who
talked about his book
“The Great Eclipse: A
Dream Design
Bankrupted by Marketing
and Mismanagement and
Saved by a Sensible
Business Strategy”.

Trip report: Glen Phelps
Summer '12
There are a number of ways to move around this planet.
The simplest is to walk, but that requires a lot of time to
get from point A to point B. Other than taking a horse, or
riding a big dog, you could take a train, but they seldom
will get you to the place you want to go, since many
communities simply don't have access to the railways.
Of course, we are accustomed to driving, and that allows a
lot of freedom. But, to travel any distance, it takes a lot of
time. One can travel by the airlines. While that is pretty
time effective, it has its drawbacks to, as I will elaborate
on shortly.
The use of private aircraft certainly does have an appeal
for lots of reasons, and of course, that is my favorite!
Does any remember the old saying, “If you have time to
spare, go by air. If you have more time yet, go by jet”.
Hmmmm.

It was a fascinating
presentation. Dennis gave
great insight on the
innovation, marketing,
high finance and intrigue
that goes into developing
and selling a totally new class of aircraft – the VLJ (Very
Light Jet). I thought the most interesting part was how the
“aircraft guys” interacted with the “Silicon Valley” guys.
Let's just say the two groups didn't always get along (to
put it mildly!).

If you missed this meeting you missed yet another great
presentation. We're all grateful Dennis came out to share
his experiences and insight. I think he sold 4 books that
evening including one to the “Chapter 477 Library”. Of
coureit's available at most book stores and online at
Amazon and Barns & Noble.
-Kevin Thorp, Secretary

The occasion for my traveling this month was to join my
twin brother, traveling to Dallas, Texas for our sister and
brother in law's fiftieth anniversary. And, we would do
that by using his Cessna 310. But first, I needed to get to
Iowa so that we could travel together.

Believe it or not, there were some unbelievable tickets
from Charlotte, North Carolina to Moline, Illinois, just
across the Mississippi from where he lives. He also
basses his plane at the Moline field, MLI. So, I drove to
Charlotte to get on the “people jammer” for a trip to
Moline. That is when I got my first ever experience ever;
flying without being able to see out!
The plane was a 737-xxx and I was in seat 13A, headed to
Atlanta. This is normally a good place to see what is
going on. Not this time. There was NO window for that
seat! Then the guy in front of me closes the window
blind, presumably so that he can sleep.
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The plane was absolutely packed and from where I was I
could not see out ANYWHERE! I knew we were landing,
but had no idea how close we were until the wheel
touched the ground. Chalk one up for a first experience.
A road trip to the city near Dallas was estimated at 860
miles and 13 1/2 hours. Admittedly, one can shave a little
time off a trip like this, but you can pretty much assume
with fuel and rest stops, it would be at least 13 hours, or a
LONG day traveling.

As in some of my past trip reports, not all things reported
are aviation.
My brother is the owner of USAuctioneers,
(www.usactioneers.com), specializing in equipment in the
trucking industry. However, he is closely associated with
other businesses and as a result, has some “non-related”
equipment in a sale from time to time. This was one of
those opportunities.

The 310 is flight programed for 170 knots, for the
direct route time of 3:30 to 3:45. Unless there is
compelling weather concerns, the instrument equipped
aircraft and rated pilot is a great way to go. So with
three aboard, we headed down on Saturday morning.
Nice trip.
This would allow us to check into a local hotel, and
rest up before the evening activities. We certainly
would not have been able to do THAT in a day. An
early departure two days later got us back into town in
time for lunch too. It sure was a better ride than in the
737!
We have yet to travel to Algona, Iowa as this is being
written, but that is less than an hour one way as
compared to over four hours on the road. There are
some weather concerns, though. That is to say that
sometimes you have to exercise judgment in planning the
trip.

There are two custom build “Cigarette” boats that will
appear in a sale at the end of July. Both of these “high
speed trolling” boats needed to be photographed for sales
brochures, and we had to move them to an
appropriate spot to do the photo shoot.
(Editor's note: these aren't Glen's photos; I pulled
them off the 'Net).
One of the boats is powered by two 750 hp V8s
and the other with two 850 hp V8s. Each has a day
cabin and really nice sound systems. Both are zero
time machines. However, they are just a little large
for our 18 acre pond behind the house, especially
since we are still over four feet low on water.
But, I thought it would be nice to have one of these
in the Chapter, as one of the “check out” pieces of
equipment. I think I'll bring it before the executive
committee; which do you want, the blue or the
green? Aw, come on guys, we could really have a
lot of fun. Yeah, I know, either one will cost the
equivalent of 20 Cozys, but fun is fun. (Maybe I'll
get fired if I really do suggest this.)
-Glen Phelps, President
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Free Fuel for Young Eagles
Pilots?
Please send the FAA your comments before July 16!
There are just over two weeks remaining until the July
16th deadline for comments regarding EAA’s petition to
the FAA requesting the authority to provide free fuel to
pilots who volunteer their time to fly Eagle Flight (EF)
and Young Eagle (YE) flights.
EAA encourages all YE Coordinators, volunteer pilots,
Chapter Presidents, and Chapter members to submit
comments in support of the petition, which will alleviate
the financial burden on over 40,000 volunteer pilots who
devote their time and money to flying youth and growing
aviation.

1. US mail:
U.S. Department of Transportation
Docket Management System
Attn: Comments to FAA-2012-0442
400 7th Street, S.W., Room PL 401
Washington, D.C. 20590-0001
2. Web/Online:
www.regulations.gov, then enter "FAA-20120442" in the search block, then follow the "submit
a comment" icon on the right side of the page.
3. Fax:
202-493-2251. Make sure you include
“Comments to FAA-2012-0442” in the submit
line of the fax cover sheet.
4. Email to the EAA:
Send your comments directly to EAA by e-mail
and specifically state that you wish EAA to submit
your comments on your behalf. E-mail your
comments to Catherine Lute, EAA Member
Services, clute@eaa.org. Call Catherine if you
have any questions regarding this process – 920426-5912.
The DOT Docket system does not
accept comments by e-mail.
Brian O'Lena
EAA Oshkosh
Young Eagles and Youth
Pathways Manager

As of right now, about 300 comments have been
submitted to the FAA. That is a great start, but with more
than 900 chapters, we can do better! Please take a few
minutes to inform yourself. Go to
http://www.eaa.org/news/2012/2012-06-27_yefuel.asp,
and then express your support on this important petition
that will be another step forward in EAA’s commitment to
growing aviation.

Treasurer's Report
This month we bought the speaker stands for our PA
system ($79.99).

The exemption has been assigned the DOT tracking
number FAA-2012-0442.
Right now, you can help us succeed by asking your
volunteer pilots and other chapter members to submit
supporting comments the DOT/FAA by one of these four
(4) methods:
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Income
Expenditure
Beginning balance
Ending balance

$35.00
$101.04
$2450.98
$2384.04

-Tony Cole,
Treasurer
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Portable Electronics and
Spatial Disorientation
I attended a Webinar the other night about flying with the
iPad, at the end of the presentation someone made a
comment which really caught my attention, it had to do
with spatial disorientation.
View the archived iPad webinar at:
http://www.eaavideo.org/channel.aspx?ch=ch_webinars

your location on the sectional, IFR airways, or maybe
pulling up an instrument approach procedure. You look up
check your instruments, down and to the right at the
electronic device, up and to the left outside, down, etc.
WOW doesn't this sound like a perfect opportunity for
spatial disorientation and that 'leaning tendency' to creep
in?
If I continued with the scenario, low altitude, low airspeed
you can see how quickly a pilot might end up in a very
bad situation. So remember to be very careful and aware if
you are constantly looking down and over, up and over,
etc...how you can fall victim to spatial disorientation.
“Spatial disorientation contributes more to
causing aircraft accidents than any other
physiological problem in flight. Regardless of
their flight-time experience.”
More info on Spatial Disorientation can be found at:
http://www.aopa.org/asf/publications/sa17.pdf
-Brett Grooms, Young Eagle Coordinator

We spend a lot of time discussing the benefits, ease of use,
and how electronic devices can improve our situational
awareness along with the negatives, which include
distraction, reliability, and accuracy BUT the one thing
that is missed (or at least with me) was the ability of those
devices to increase spatial disorientation. How could a
neat electronic device increase the likelihood of spatial
disorientation in-flight you might ask?
Let's think about it, most of us who use an iPad or other
electronic device in the cockpit find out very quickly there
seems to be a problem finding a good place for the darn
thing. It's normally to big for mounting on the yoke and
although mounting on a kneeboard works sometimes it's
doesn't in every aircraft. So what do we end up doing; we
lay it on the co-pilot seat/lap or mount it down and to the
right as to not interfere with our primary instruments. Do
some of you see where I'm going with this (If you
attended Spatial Disorientation Training I sure hope so)?
In spatial disorientation training we are taught to try and
limit our head movements to a single axis (vertical or
horizontal) to reduce the likelihood of becoming
disorientated. When we start moving our heads in two axis
that's when spatial disorientation can really take hold. So
back to the portable electronic device. Where is the device
most likely to be located? Of course, down and to the right
(i.e. requiring a two axis head movement to view). So here
you are flying along being a good pilot, cross checking

New Chapter 477 Website
Hurray!!! The new website is now live. Same old URL
(www.EAA477.org), brand new interface. We have been
able to liven up the look of the site (thank you to all those
that have already gone to look at it), and save money all at
the same time. Although the sight is live and complete
(everything visible on the old sight is here) we will
continue to update content, leverage the extra capabilities
we now have, and try our best to keep the site meaningful,
up to date, and interesting (be sure to take a look at Brett
Grooms' visit to Cherry Point Naval Air Station photo
album). Also a special request of everyone: brag on
yourselves! If you have any aviation pictures that would
be of interest to the members (which means ANY aviation
pictures) e-mail them to one of the chapter officers so they
can share on the website. (the only comment I've received
so far about the new site is that we don't have up to date
pictures for member projects and planes).
Speaking of comments, please send your comments to
lemiller@eaa477.org until I get all the "officer tags"
straightened out so you can use web@eaa477.org.
Be sure and come to the July 12th meeting (see home page
on www.eaa477.org for details) where I'll explain the new
website and try to answer any questions any of you might
have regarding it.
Thanks to all for your support and input.
-Lee Miller, Webmaster.
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Remember when airplanes
were fun?

LowCountry
Sport Aviation, Inc.
P.O. Box 62582
North Charleston, SC 29419
www.eaa477.org

President: Glen Phelps pres@eaa477.org (843) 571-3332
Vice President: Greg Horne vp@eaa477.org
Secretary & Newsletter Editor: Kevin Thorp
sec@eaa477.org

They still are!
If you're not already a member of
EAA Chapter 477 we'd love to have
you join us!
Fill out the application on our home
page (www.eaa477.org).
Or just drop in on one of our
meetings & see what we're all about.

Treasurer: Tony Cole tres@eaa477.org
Webmaster: Lee Miller lemiller@eaa477.org
Young Eagles Coordinator: Brett Grooms
eagles@eaa477.org
Walterboro Wings-n-Wheels Coordinator: Roger Medlin
acpilot.roger@gmail.com
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