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From the President
I am not going to do it, I am not! That is to complain about it getting hot, because it is
only going to get worse! Actually, the heat is helping with some of the Cozy project.
This report will have less about our chapter and more about the project, since it has been
consuming me almost entirely.
Our chapter meeting featuring Brett's “Air Combat” experience was great. I thought I
was going have to use an air-sick bag....well, not really, but it was that good. Do read
about it later. Wish we would have had more people attending. One, because it was that
good, and second, those that were there felt obliged to attempt to eat all of the pizza. So
do make it to the next meeting. First, to see great presentations and second to help eat
pizza!
Our June meeting is explained in detail later in the news letter, but just let me tell you,
most people pay to hear our speaker. In this case, all you will have to do is chip in a little
to the “tip jar” for the pizza and walk away with great information.

Upcoming Events
June 3 – SC Breakfast Club,
Palmetto Air, SC41
June 9 - N.C Aviation Museum
Annual Fly-In, Asheboro, NC
http://ncaviationmuseumhalloffa
me.com
June 10 – SC Breakfast Club,
Holly Hill, 5J5
June 14 – EAA Chapter 477
Meeting, CAFB Aero Club
June 24 – SC Breakfast Club,
Bishopville, 52J

Oh yes, there is a sightings report. I have been “living” at the airport, and truly, we do get
a change to see things that none of the other airports in the area get to see!
Now my Cozy report
I have been pushing to make a June commitment for the plane. That will be reported in the July newsletter. Suffice it to say, I
have not obtained the goal I wanted to for this event, but not without trying. (It still will make the event.)
Much has been accomplished.
The painting is almost done, but
some of the outcome was
disappointing. Rich Hassell has
been helping and encouraging
me along the way. Then eureka!
A finishing technique has been
found. That goes to show you
that a couple of ignorant guys,
(well at least one), can find a
solution!
They say it is easy to make pooh
out of sugar, but a lot harder to
make sugar out of pooh. In this
case, I have found a solution.
The result far exceeds what is
possible with a paint gun.
-Glen Phelps, President
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May Meeting Report
The members who attended our May meeting were treated
to Brett Grooms' fascinating report on his “Air Combat
International” experience. As we always say, seeing these
presentations in person is much more interesting than
reading a few notes about them later. But it's my job to
write a summary, so here goes...

Brett next described what it was like chasing (and being
chased by) the “enemy”. A very cool feature is if you lock
on the enemy with your “guns” smoke is automatically
deployed from their aircraft. In addition to combat they
also performed various acrobatics: loops, rolls,
hammerheads, etc.

Brett was amazed and delighted on Christmas morning
when his wife Sue Ellen gave him his present – a day of
fighter combat experience with Air Combat International
in Mesa Arizona. The only stipulation in the gift was he
had to take her on a mini-vacation to Las Vegas and the
Grand Canyon while they were out west. Who wouldn't
agree to that deal?
ACI flies Extra 300s; very
fast VERY maneuverable
aircraft. They have a roll
rate of 400 degrees per
second and are
stressed for ±10
Gs. As Brett
said, the
limiting factor
in this aircraft is
not the structural
load, it's the human
on board.

Brett must have done pretty well because he was given
the “Top Gun”, “Aero God” and “G-Monger” awards (he
made it just past 8 Gs before momentarily blacking out).
All in all it was an awesome experience that left him
completely worn out and drenched in sweat. Brett said he
slept like a baby that night.

The first step was to pick a call sign. Brett chose
“Barracuda”. I don't know if it's because a barracuda is a
very fast, fierce predator, or because Brett looks a little
like a barracuda, but it fits.
Next is the briefing. This was very serious and Brett paid
careful attention. You don't want to make mistakes with
two hot planes maneuvering in close proximity.

He edited a pretty cool video of the entire experience. If
you missed the meeting I recommend borrowing the
video. It was fun watching it and we were all jealous of
Brett's “Christmas present”.
At the meeting Glen also discussed some chapter business,
including our next meeting (also arranged by Brett), as
noted on page 3.
-Kevin Thorp, Secretary
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RBW Sightings

Next Meeting

We were pleased to see one of the Red Bull racing planes
come by for fuel, (we do have the best rates in the area).
It was really hard to get a picture of the plane without
anybody in the picture, since it was swarmed by
seemingly everybody in the county. The pilot and
maintainer of the plane was moving it from Florida to the
DC area for the next event. I have more pictures, so
maybe we will gather some of them and others into an
“RBW Sightings” album.

Our June meeting will be 6:30 pm Thursday, June 14 at
the CAFB Aero Club.

The plane is an Edge 540, and is powered by an IO 540.
With a gross weight of 1400 pounds, it is easy to see how
they get the performance we see. It is constructed almost
entirely of carbon fiber. Seemed like everybody wanted to
have the pilot perform a little airshow as he departed, but
for several obvious reasons, he couldn't do that.
Nevertheless, it was a show just to be that close to this
great airplane.
The other sighting I don't have a picture for. But if I had a
picture of it on the ramp, that would have not done justice
to what the aircraft did. It was a helicopter fitted with a
set of cutting devices that was "dangled" below the craft.
I could discern that as it flew off. What it is used for is
"trimming" the pine trees along the SCE&G.
The real show, and one I would like to see, is it being
used. That has to take some real flying! DON'T HIT THE
POWER LINES, of course, you would not be grounded,
so electrical shock would not be the problem. Loosing
control of the helicopter would be though.
-Glen Phelps, President

Treasurer's Report
Bank balance beginning
Bank balance ending
Petty cash beginning
Petty cash ending

$2357.34
$2357.34
$93.64
$93.64
-Tony Cole, Treasurer

The guest speaker will be aviation author Dennis D.
Maxwell, who will give a presentation on his book "The
Great Eclipse - A Dream Design Bankrupted by Marketing
and Mismanagement and Saved by a Sensible Business
Strategy".
The book follows high
tech entrepreneur Vern
Raburn's dream to build a
low cost, high speed twinengine jet aircraft; to
completely change
personal air travel and
"Eclipse" the competition.
When comparing the
standards of thinking in
aviation to those of Silicon
Valley, Raburn said of
aviation, "People think we
can't do it because they
can't. It's the 'if it doesn't
exist, it can't exist'
theorem." He said of Silicon Valley, "If it doesn't exist, it's
a market opportunity."
This presentation should be fascinating to those interested
in aviation and/or business, and we are grateful Dennis
Maxwell agreed to speak at our meeting. As usual, we'll
be serving hot pizza and cold soda, so please bring a few
bucks for the "tip jar". Guests and drop-ins are welcome.

June EAA Webinars
For more information and/or to register, go to
www.oshkosh365.org/ok365_contentdetail.aspx?id=1258
6/6 - 9:00PM
Leaning Basics - AMT & Wings Credit
6/13 - 8:00PM
Best Practices for iPads in Your Cockpit
6/19 - 8:00PM
Eagle Flights Preview: Growing Participation in Aviation
6/21 - 8:00PM
Flying into AirVenture
6/26 - 8:00PM
Investing in Aviation and Beyond
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I Learned about Frying
From That
Editors note: Yes, Brett's article is about boiling, not
frying, but I couldn't resist the pun.
Over 70% of light aircraft accidents are because
of pilot error, either with flight planning,
aircraft handling or fuel management.
I have a personal story, although not exactly pertaining to
my flying activities it does address lack of planning, nonuse of a 'checklist' (i.e reminder), and overall poor
situational awareness.
One Sunday night last month at approx. 2345 I was
hungry and a couple of boiled eggs sounded like just the
thing to satisfy my late night appetite. I proceeded to fill a
pot full of water, put 4 eggs in and turn on the stove. This
was going to take a while and I thought of turning on the
stove timer to remind me but didn't want it to wake my
sleeping wife, besides I will remember to check on them
in a few minutes. Rather than sitting there waiting for the
water to boil (as the saying goes “A watched pot never
boils”) I proceeded downstairs to my office so I could get
some work done while I waited.

So let's recap what happened I had a good plan in place at the beginning. I know the
proper procedure is to set a timer, but outside influences
(i.e. wife sleeping) affected my decision to do so. Instead I
relied on my memory (i.e. no checklist). My skills are
HIGH (I've cooked many hardboiled eggs over the years),
but my currency was LOW (haven't cook any in months).
How many minutes does it actually take again? I was not
focussed on my primary task of cooking the eggs but
instead was distracted with my secondary task, getting
work done (i.e. not flying the aircraft). I was fatigued
(leading to poor decision making). I was slow recognizing
there was a problem. Thankfully once I did, I was able to
quickly utilize my memory items (i.e. Emergency
Procedures) and grab a fire extinguisher as I was bounding
the stairs to deal with the situation.

I was lucky this time and won't ever make that mistake
again but as you can see, it's very easy to become 'safety'
complacent in all aspects of our lives. We must NEVER
let our guard down, in the SKY or on the GROUND.

As you probably guessed, I completely forgot about the
pot of boiling water with those 4 eggs. I'm not sure how
long it had been but I heard a weird sound coming from
upstairs. 'Hummm... that doesn't sound right' but I still had
no clue what was happening. Then I heard several small
explosions coming, so I began running upstairs smelling
something horrible and thinking there was a major short
circuit in my house. Coming to the kitchen it dawned on
me what I had just done. DUH!!!! Big mess, burning smell
but no fire.

BTW - I filed a NASA form to keep enforcement action
from being brought on me but my wife doesn't recognize
it's immunity policy within our marriage.
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Remember when airplanes
were fun?

LowCountry
Sport Aviation, Inc.
P.O. Box 62582
North Charleston, SC 29419
www.eaa477.org

President: Glen Phelps pres@eaa477.org (843) 571-3332
Vice President: Greg Horne vp@eaa477.org
Secretary & Newsletter Editor: Kevin Thorp
sec@eaa477.org

They still are!
If you're not already a member of
EAA Chapter 477 we'd love to have
you join us!
Fill out the application on our home
page (www.eaa477.org).
Or just drop in on one of our
meetings & see what we're all about.

Treasurer: Tony Cole tres@eaa477.org
Webmaster: Lee Miller lemiller@eaa477.org
Young Eagles Coordinator: Brett Grooms
eagles@eaa477.org
Walterboro Wings-n-Wheels Coordinator: Roger Medlin
acpilot.roger@gmail.com

“The FlyPaper” EAA Chapter 477 Newsletter June 2012

Page 5 of 5

