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The President's Corner
Things are off to a great start for the '09 flying season!  We had a good turnout for the 
last meeting and were treated to an impromptu project visit.  You can read more on that 
later in the newsletter. 

The big talk of the month was getting to Lakeland, Florida for the Sun n' Fun air show. 
Many of our group wanted to go. Some made it but others had to change plans.  Some 
went at the last minute, and had a great time.  I am presenting a short prose of my 
experience this year and just a few of the couple of hundred photos I took.  Be sure to 
read more of my experience and the experience of others. 

The “talk of the town” is now turning to our May chapter event.  This will be the 
“Wings and Wheels” to take place at the Walterboro airport (RBW) on Saturday May 
30th.  The management there would like to work together and offered to pay for our 
“advertising”.  Please keep up to date by going to the website.  There are going to be a 
lot of aircraft there of all kinds.  It promises to be a very big event!

Now for my Cozy project progress report:  OK, I have been busy “playing” in Florida 
and the like.  But there are many small things that have been completed.  The cowling is 
coming along quite well, but it is a slow “step by step” process, that is taking time.  My 
goal is to have the engine running by the end of May…..of this year.

-Glen Phelps, President
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Upcoming Events
May 3rd - SCBC Green Sea, 
SC (S79) Turf

May 16-17 - EAA Chapter 
1465: Harold W. Evans 
Memorial Fly-In, Holly Hill

May 16-17 - MCAS Beaufort 
Air Show

May 17 - SCBC White Plains 
Plantation, Lexington, SC 
(SC99)

May 30 - Walterboro Wings 
& Wheels hosted by the 
airport commission and EAA 
Chapter 477.

This is a big event.  We hope 
to have the homebuilt aircraft, 
light sport aircraft, antique 
aircraft, warbirds, a C-17 fly-
by, Navy helicopters, balsa 
planes for the kids, the 
Colleton County Rescue 
Squad, hot rods, antique 
cars, pulled pork BBQ 
sandwiches, hot dogs, chips 
& sodas.  Wow!

Please go to www.eaa477.org 
for the latest updates.

May 31 - SCBC Holly Hill 
(5J5)

http://www.eaa477.org/


Sun n' Fun 2009 Report  
(Also see Kevin's report on page 2).  Everyone has a little 
different method of “charging through” the air show and 
that is what makes these reports interesting. 

This year, I was able to find a room in Plant City, only 15 
minutes away from the parking lots at Lakeland Lindler 
airfield.  The price was right too. 

The first thing I found out that this was the first year that a 
parking fee, ($5) was being collected.  That must be the 
sign of the times.  I certainly didn’t see anyone turning 
around.  I wasn’t going to, after driving all the way there. 
Of course, we also found out that the admission fee was 
raised $5 over last year. 

I took in excess of 200 photos while there and those can 
be seen by clicking the “Photo Albums” link at 
www.eaa477.org.   These are some of the highlights of my 
two days there: 

I always like to go to the alternative engine area.  This 
year, there was very little to be seen there.  The Corvair 
engines normally there were in a tent near the vendor’s 
hangers.  But, this area was really dead this year except 
for Real World Solutions.

The LSA (formerly ultralight) field was active, but here 
again, not as many vendors.

It appeared that there were a lot more aircraft in the 
parking areas, both camping and the flight line.  Weather 
was a little problematic last year, but you sure couldn’t 
complain this year!

I didn’t see any Cozys on the flight line.  I know there was 
at least one there, because I saw it take off.

Every year there seems to be more food offered on the 
field.  This year was not an exception.

I couldn’t tell, but it seemed like there might have been a 
few less vendors on the field.  According to the official 
Sun n' Fun report, the week got off to a start as the 
vendors came in slowly, but was, according to them, 
typical.  It appeared that many vendors were avoiding 
expenses by coming in late and not having to pay hotel 
rates for more days than they had to.

I felt that the hangers were not as crowded as in the past 
years.  The official report said the same.  Then the 
question would be, are people buying?

Non the less, I purchased quite a quantity of small tools, 
hardware and other stuff.  My comment to Mac 
Boatwright, who joined me on the trip, was this stuff is 
like fishing lures; more fisherman are caught on the lures 
that fish!  Yeah, but I still have to have that stuff……
really.

(cont. on next page)
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Terrafugia "roadable aircraft"

Fokker E3 Eindecker replica

Aeromax Corvair conversion (Note: extra cylinder is NOT 
part of the engine!)

http://www.eaa477.org/


Sun n' Fun Report (continued from page 2)

I did purchase an 
Anywhere Map 
GPS.  I was a little 
surprised that it took 
nearly an hour to 
“do the deal”.  A 
little frustrating that 
it takes so long for 
someone to take 
your money.  Might 
have been a fluke.  I 
think I am going to 
like the GPS though.

All in all, a great opportunity again.  Think I will do it 
next year too.
                                                      -Glen Phelps, President

Another Sun n' Fun Report
Rich Hassell was planning to do the show then visit 
relatives.  At the last minute I decided to join him. Using 
Hotwire.com I got a great deal on a hotel on the west side 
of Orlando.  We drove down Friday afternoon and did Sun 
n' Fun Saturday.  As usual they very efficiently handled 
the parking and very efficiently took our $5.  It's just 
awesome getting out of a car surrounded by thousands of 
“plane nuts”, seeing ultralights & LSAs flying 100' 
overhead and warbirds & rotorcraft off in the distance.

The first thing we did was head over to the ultralight/LSA 
field to see them fly before gusts grounded the lighter 
aircraft.  And it was windy; mostly straight down the 
runway, which made the short take offs all the more 
impressive.  Especially a couple of Highlanders from Just 
Aircraft up in Walhalla, SC.  Man, those things have 

impressive STOL performance! Check out a short video I 
saved at www.youtube.com/watch?v=KAPHzUXcRCM. 
Another very interesting aircraft was the ZJ-Viera, 
manufactured in the Czech Republic.  It's a composite ultra-
light that weighs only 171 lbs and has a 1-cylinder engine.

They had a fenced off “LSA Mall” with lots of shiny new 
and expensive (at least for me) aircraft; high wing, low 
wing, composite, metal and tube & fabric.

Over at the Rans booth they were displaying their high-
wing S-7 Courier and  low-wing S-19 with sporty new 
wheel pants.  They really dress up the aircraft, and 
according to Randy Schlitter (Rans president) add 3.3 
knots to the cruise speed.

(Continued on page 4)
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KAPHzUXcRCM


Another Sun n' Fun Report (continued from page 3)

As usual,Vans Aircraft had a very large presence, both at 
their “booth” and in the homebuilt parking area.  Each 
morning they flew their bright red RV-12 over to Plant 
City for test rides, then brought it back to SnF in the 
afternoon.  They started selling RV-12 kits last spring and 
I understand some builders are getting close to finishing 
their aircraft.  

Of course there were many aerobatic shows throughout 
the day, but the most impressive was the Aeroshell T-6 
Texans.  One T-6 is impressive; four Texans flying 
synchronized aerobatics with the smoke on and those big 
radials shaking the ground will give you goosebumps!   

I could go on and on about all the interesting sights and 
sounds at Sun n' Fun but you really need to see it for 
yourself.  Or better yet, Oshkosh (July 27- August 2). It'll 
be here sooner than you think!
                                                      -Kevin Thorp, Secretary

April Meeting Report
On April 16 we met at the CAFB Aero Club.  I think I 
counted 15 people in attendance.  (Note: it seems our 
attendance numbers are trending upwards.  This is a good 
thing).  Glen brought hot pizza from Cosco and Rich 
brought cold sodas.

First we went over club business.  We decided we just 
can't use the school trailers donated to us a few years ago. 
Earl Fisher & Rich Hassell will go out to inspect them and 
check the contents (magazines, books, table & chairs). 
John Disher will contact a vocational school to see if they 
can use the trailers.  

We also found out we needed to move the canteen (477's 
“kitchen & grill on wheels”).  Earl recommended 
inspecting the tires & bearings.  Last week Glen and Rich 

moved the canteen to Walterboro Airport.  It's now on a 
concrete pad, under a roof.  The tires & bearings are OK.

Glen talked about the Walterboro “Wings & Wheels” 
we're hosting on May 30, along with the airport 
commission.   Things are coming together and this should 
be a great event (as long as the weather cooperates!)

Next, Nick Ugolini talked about a new project he's 
working on.  A gentleman on the west coast had a nose 
gear failure on a Long-EZ and asked Nick to fix it. We 
walked out back to see the aircraft damage.  When Nick is 
done the owner will have a better nose gear mechanism 
and a stronger bulkhead – at little to no extra weight.

Then we came back and watched the introductory episode 
of  “From the Ground Up” the 13-part TV series on 
homebuilding, produced by the Discovery channel and 
EAA.  The DVDs were purchased by our Chapter. If you 
want to borrow them please ask me or Rich Hassell.

All in all a very busy & informative evening.  We're not 
having a “regular” meeting in May so we can prepare for 
the big Walterboro Wings & Wheels event on the 30th.

-Kevin Thorp, Secretary
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Treasurer's Report
April 09 beginning balance                                $2,297.18

Month's receipts                                                        55.00

Month's expenses                                                      92.63

Petty cash                                                                  84.79

End of April 09 Bank balance plus petty cash    $2344.34

-Rich Hassell, Treasurer

Help Wanted
We've got a pretty big event coming up at Walterboro on 
the 30th.  We could sure use volunteers to help set up, 
serve food, clean up, etc.  Please call or email Glen if you 
can assist.  571-3332, phelpsglena@gmail.com. Thanks! 
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Does this get your attention?

Then you're obviously interested in sport 
aviation!

If you're not already a member of our 
chapter we'd love to have you join us.
Or just drop in on one of our meetings & 
see what we're all about.

For more info go to www.eaa477.org

LowCountry
Sport Aviation, Inc.

P.O. Box 62582
North Charleston, SC 29419

President: Glen Phelps
Vice President: John Disher
Secretary, Newsletter Editor, & 
Webmaster: Kevin Thorp
Treasurer: Rich Hassell
Young Eagles: Doug Shorter
Web Site: www.eaa477.org

mailto:phelpsglena@gmail.com
http://www.eaa477.org/


Low Country Sport Aviation, Inc.

EAA Chapter 477
P.O. Box 62582
North Charleston, SC 29419
www.EAA477.org

Membership Application
You must be a current EAA Member to join Chapter 477

Name __________________________________ EAA # _________________ Exp.Date ___/___/___

Address__________________________________________________________________________

City ______________________________________ State ________ Zip ______________________

Phone; Cell ____________ Home _____________ E-mail __________________________________

Send you meeting notices, newsletters, etc. via your e-mail? Yes [   ] No [   ]

Today's Date ___________________                      Adult Membership [   ] Student Membership [   ]

Annual dues:   Adults $25.00 if paid by Dec. 31 or $20.00 if paid by Dec. 1. Students $12.
New members after Dec 31 pay dues pro-rated at $2.00/month adults, $1.00/month students.
Make checks payable to “Low Country Sport Aviation, Inc.”

EAA 477 membership dues paid; Cash [   ] Check [   ] Amount $ _________ Date Paid _____________

Pilot Ratings (if applicable ) ____________________ Types __________________________________

Total Hrs. PIC ________ Experimental ________ Last Biennial___/___/___ Hrs. since last __________

Aircraft you have owned or own now _____________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Aircraft you have built or building now ____________________________________________________

Aircraft you would seriously consider building/restoring ______________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Skills you would be willing to share/help other members in their homebuilt project _________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Other skills/talents that can help our chapter ______________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Comments/suggestions, including membership in other EAA Chapters __________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Thanks, and welcome to Chapter 477!
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