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From the President
Getting through the month of March can be difficult. This year has been no exception. As
we all know, the temperatures have been well below average. But I really do think Spring
is coming. I think.....
Most of you know about the passing of Earl Fisher. Earl was a charter member of this
chapter a long way back. Up until the last year, Earl stayed as active as he could in the
chapter and aviation in general. He is going to be missed by a lot of us. Our April
newsletter will have a short biography of Earl and his contributions to the aviation
community. If you have an anecdote, photos, etc. about Earl please contact me or our
newsletter editor, Kevin Thorp (thorp.kevin@gmail.com, ph. 225-6058).
April is always the month that we really get back into flying and all things associated.
Almost to "kick it off", we have the fifth annual Walterboro Wings and Wheels event on
April 6th. This will take the place of our regularly scheduled meeting at RBW. When you
get this, the event will be just days away. 477 will be welcoming guests and pilots to the
event. The canteen will be set up so that people will see us as they come into the grounds.
Even if you have not received a call to help, please consider giving a little of your time at
the canteen.
The very next week will be the Sun-n-Fun event at Lakeland, Florida. I plan to attend for
a couple of days, so if you are interested and have not made plans, maybe we should talk.
Whoever goes, I expect we will have a first hand report for our next newsletter.
I have not made any "RBW Sightings" report for a while, but you can read about a couple
I had at RBW this past month. Really,
there is no better place to get a sighting
anyway, don't you think?

Upcoming Events
Apr 6 – Walterboro Wings-nWheels, RBW (see page 3)
Apr 7 - SC Breakfast Club,
Rock Hill UZA
Apr 9-14 – Sun 'n Fun,
Lakeland, FL
Apr 14 – “Remembering the
40s”. USO style show on the
U.S.S. Yorktown. Ticket

Information
Apr 21- SC Breakfast Club,
Myrtle Beach Hardee
Airpark SC21
Apr 27-28 - Warriors &
Warbirds, Charlotte-Monroe
Exec Airport
Apr 28 – SC Breakfast Club,
Broxton Bridge SC55

Now for my Cozy report:
Details, details, details!! There sure can
be a lot of small stuff that seems to take
a lot of time to work out. Roy Carson
has been there for me in the last few
weeks directing me to a much better
battery choice and lending me a great
flaring tool along with a lot of other
good suggestions too! The really cold
weather has hampered some of the
progress, but there still has been
progress: headrests in, brake lines
finished, switch panel almost done, fuel
lines done - if only I had the right
pumps. Yeah, I did that one to myself,
but the correct pumps will be in pretty
soon.
-Glen Phelps, President
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March Meeting Report
Once again we had beautiful weather at our meeting on
March 9: sunny and 65 degrees. 15 members & guests
attended. The location was Glen's hangar at RBW airport.

So he wouldn't have
to deal with dozens
of sectional charts
Mike bought 2 thick
“Sectional Atlases”,
east and west of the
Mississippi.
Mike is IFR rated
and I think he said Mary is
getting close to her IFR ticket. Whenever
they fly they ask for flight following. It doesn't hurt to
have another set of eyes following your route.

After a few minutes of Chapter 477 business (mostly
about the upcoming Walterboro Wings-n-Wheels event)
Glen introduced our guest speaker, Mike Padgett. Mike, a
retired banker, gave a very interesting talk on his
adventures flying around the USA in a Cessna 182 with
his wife & copilot Mary. They actually flew in from their
private grass strip just a few miles west of Walterboro.
Mike had many, many
more anecdotes; some
funny, some a bit scarey.
Too many to include here.
As we always say, these
presentations are always
much more fascinating to
see in-person than read
about afterward.

Mike and Mary have flown to almost every state in the
continental US including interesting destinations like Bar
Harbor Maine, Key
West, Dodge City, Hot
Springs Arkansas,
Tangier Island, the
Cessna plant in
Independence, KS and
Oshkosh (twice). He
expressed how
beautiful this country
is from the air,
especially out west.

Their next big trip is up to
Alaska this summer. That
will be a grand adventure,
and we hope he will share
it with us when they
return.
Thank you Mike, for the
enlightening presentation.
And good luck on your
Alaska trip!
After Mike was finished we adjourned to have lunch –
delicious burgers and sausage dogs grilled by our resident
chef, Bruce Huffines. Yum!
- Kevin Thorp, Secretary
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Next Meeting – April 6

May Meeting

Instead of a regularly scheduled meeting we're assisting
the Lowcountry Regional Airport at the Walterboro
Wings-n-Wheels event (See poster on page 5). It runs
from 10am-4pm. We will have the Chapter 477 canteen
set up in a high-traffic area so we can distribute
magazines, brochures, etc. and talk to people about sport
aviation and our Chapter.

Our May 11 meeting will be off-site. Four EAA Chapters
(477, Holly Hill, Orangeburg & Columbia) are flying
and/or driving in to Orangeburg Airport for a friendly gettogether & cookout. Check our website & May newsletter
in a few weeks for more information, including info on
carpooling or “plane-pooling” (is that a real word?)

If we can get at least 6 volunteers then we can break up
the “booth duties” into three 2-hour shifts, so volunteers
will also have time for a little fun - checking out the
planes and cars, and having lunch. Please contact Glen
Phelps or any officer to volunteer. Thanks!
A few photos from previous Wings-n-Wheels:

Treasurer's Report
This month we increased our monster holdings slightly
(partly because of leftover hamburgers from last meeting).
We had a couple more dues checks come in, but are still
looking for those who have continued to let it slip their
mind to bite the bullet, write out the check, and fall back
in to our waiting arms. If you have any questions
regarding the details of treasury activities email me at
lemiller@eaa477.org
- Lee Miller, Treasurer
Beginning Bank Balance = $2,298.22
Ending Bank Balance =
$2,349.95
Beginning Petty Cash =
Ending Petty Cash =
Beginning Balance =
Ending Balance =
Increase or (decrease) =
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RBW Sightings
Earlier in the month, there was a great looking RV-8 that
came by RBW (see large photo on last page). He was on
his way from his home base, Annapolis, Maryland, to the
Tampa area. The builder and pilot was Bruce Raymond.
He has been flying this plane since he completed it in
2005 and says it is the only way to go. He makes the trip
from Florida to home several times a year.

It seems like they make the trip to Florida frequently, and
"meet up" or "depart company" at RBW. Hey, the best
fuel prices around, and the atmosphere is pretty good too.

The panel in the plane is very functional and has some
good Garmin stuff in it. But guess what? He now is using
an Android based tablet with an aviation database
software. Says it is just the way to go.
The day they landed, it was pretty gusty, but at least
favoring 27. I think the trip home was reminding them
how cold it is "up North" and not nearly as nice as the
weather they just left.
- Glen Phelps, President
Did anyone call for a Taxi? Well one landed at the
Lowcountry Regional Airport in Walterboro, SC. The
Omni Taxi Aero Corporation visited our airport to fuel up
with Jet-A. As it landed and began taxing up I realized this
wasn’t your normal helicopter.

The day he arrived, was cold, but still warmer than the
snow he had left earlier in the day. Nonetheless, he was
looking forward to the warmth of Florida. He has
affectionately named his plane "Mugsy". Hmmmm...
didn't ask him where he got that name from.
The second sighting was a pair of Pilatus P3-05s. These
guys had been in Florida for demonstration purposes and
were retuning to their home base. One was out of
Wilmington Delaware and the other was out of Cornelius,
North Carolina. Both planes are flown in the
Experimental/Exhibition category.

This huge four-bladed twin engine Sikorsky helicopter is
one of the largest in the world with a crew of two, (pilot
and co-pilot) 19-22 seats and a weight of 26,500 lbs fully
loaded. It has a maximum speed of 165 knots (190 mph), a
range of over 600 miles and a service ceiling of 14,000
feet. All for the low price of 32 million dollars. Not bad
for a taxi ride to the mall, or a short ride out to your
offshore oil drilling platform, which is what this S-92A
will be used for once it arrives in Brazil, South America.
Well there you have it, another RBW Sighting. As always
keep those wings level and your eyes looking up; you
never know what you might see.
-Roger Medlin, Opts Manager, Lowcountry Regional AP
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Come join the Pack!

LowCountry Sport Aviation
EAA Chapter 477
517 Aviation Way
Walterboro, SC 29488
www.eaa477.org

President: Glen Phelps pres@eaa477.org (843) 571-3332
Vice President: Roger Medlin acpilot.roger@gmail.com
Secretary & Newsletter Editor: Kevin Thorp
sec@eaa477.org
If you're not already a member of
EAA Chapter 477 we'd love to have
you join us!

Treasurer: Lee Miller lemiller@eaa477.org
Webmaster: Greg Horne gehorne@jws.com

Fill out the application on our home
page (www.eaa477.org).

Young Eagles Coordinator: Brett Grooms
eagles@eaa477.org

Or just drop in on one of our
meetings & see what we're all about.

Walterboro Wings-n-Wheels Coordinator: Roger Medlin
acpilot.roger@gmail.com

Bruce Raymond's RV-8 (see "RBW Sightings" on page 4)
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