
From the President
I wonder what it is going to be like when the weather really breaks and Spring is here.  
There have been some more typical days with cold winds and rain in February, but 
Thursday the 21st was, well, exceptional.  Lots of transient planes and planes on the field.  
Even a lot of people in short sleeves!  Can't wait until I can complain about it being hot.
You will want to read about the February meeting presentation done by Rick Burkey, who 
filled for his dad, Paul.  Rich said he was giving us the "30 minute version" but had an 
eight hour version.  I am thinking I would really like to get the eight hour version as this 
presentation was very interesting.  Absolutely outstanding.  Do read it.

With this time of year comes the airshows and fly-ins.  The Walterboro Wings and Wheels 
might not be the first, but it can't be much closer for all of you!  That is going to be on 
April 6th, so put it on your calendar.  As in the past, our chapter will be on the field to 
promote aviation and assist Roger and others with the event.  As a matter of fact, I think we 
already have a "job assignment".  Over the next few weeks don't be surprised if you get a 
"personal" invitation to help.

It is not too early to talk about Sun-n-Fun either.  I personally want to attend, so anybody 
want to share a ride?  But, whoever goes, we will have to compare notes and have a 
"report" for the readers in the newsletter.

Thanks to Roger we have quite a line up of interesting  topics for our next meetings.  Those will be posted on the website as we 
finalize them.  As always, if 
you have an idea for a 
presentation, do get in touch 
with Roger or one of the 
chapter officers and let them 
know.

Now for my Cozy report:
I am happy to report that the 
engine is on!  While the picture 
is "not current", the PSRU is 
also on and hooked up.  (Hope 
it runs as good as it looks.)  
Little tubing things need to be 
completed along with the 
brakes and fuel connections.  
And of course, the paperwork. 
The only "fun" thing about that 
is it means we are really 
getting close.

-Glen Phelps, President
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Upcoming Events
Mar 3 – SC Breakfast Club, 
Columbia Owens CUB
Mar 9 – EAA Chapter 477 
Meeting (see page 2)
Mar 17 - SC Breakfast Club, 
Greenwood GRD
Mar 24 - SC Breakfast Club, 
Barnwell BNL
Apr 6 – Walterboro Wings-
n-Wheels, RBW
Apr 9-14 – Sun 'n fun, 
Lakeland, FL
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http://www.airnav.com/airport/Kcub
http://walterborowingsandwheels.com/
http://walterborowingsandwheels.com/
http://www.airnav.com/airport/Kbnl
http://www.airnav.com/airport/Kgrd


Next Meeting
10:30 am Saturday, March 9
Mike Padgett will be speaking on the pitfalls and the 
pleasures of cross country flying, from SC to Washington 
State.  Meeting Agenda:

• 10:30 – 11:00 – Coffee & socializing.

• 11:00-11:15 - Chapter business.

• 11:15-12:00 - Presentation by Mike Padgett.

• 12:00-1:00 – 
Lunch! Grilled 
burgers & 
dogs. (please 
bring a few 
bucks for the  
“tip jar”).

April Meeting
For April we'll help out at the Walterboro Wings-n-Wheels 
event. See page 4 for more info.

Treasurer's Report
Greetings to all from the treasurer, Lee.

We had a good month, went down only $5.33 and ended 
up with some food in freezer storage for future burger 
meetings.  Got the bank stuff done for the change in 
Treasurer, too.

By the way it's getting pretty late on the dues thing and if 
you haven't paid by now you're officially listed as "past" 
members, at least on my little tally sheet, until you catch 
up (we don't sell lifetime memberships so you've gotta 
bust out the ole billfold each year).

Hope to see everyone in March.

Beginning Bank Balance =  $2,304.37
Ending Bank Balance      =  $2,298.22

Beginning Petty Cash           =  $68.18
Ending Petty Cash                =  $69.00

Beginning Balance          =  $2,372.55
Ending Balance               =  $2,367.22
Increase or (decrease)           =  -$5.33

February Meeting Report 
Our presenter was to be Paul Burkey going over some of 
his fabulous experiences with flying machines, most 
notably, the Bamboo Bomber, N266C, a UC-78B. 
Unfortunately, Paul was a little under the weather. Small 
things that are typically not a big deal become more 
difficult when we pass ninety years of age, which Paul just 
recently has. Thus, Rick, his son did the presentation for 
his dad, who had to stay home.

This presentation experience was one of those that if you 
were not there, it is awful hard to “fill in the gaps”. Like 
one of those pictures that you didn't take (or maybe did) 
and there is just no way you can do justice without the real 
thing. Nevertheless, this is an attempt to do that,

Paul has written a book about his life, titled “Plow Boy to 
Fly Boy”. One of these signed copies was donated to our 
chapter and is “in the library” for checkout. While it may 
not be filled with a lot of “flying lore” it filled with great 
life's experiences.

Paul was part of the WWII detachment that flew the 
“hump” in Indochina. He also worked on Liberators for 27 
months during the war. Later he was fortunate enough to 
be part of the first jet group in the Army Air Corp.
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Most of Paul's experience in the Air Force was in 
maintenance, but along the way, he earned his “wings” 
and was always involved in the base flying clubs. This 
also provided him with a lot of experience in “restoring” a 
variety of aircraft. I lost count of all of them, but there are 
several mentioned in his book. Not that the family was 
“engrossed” in flying, but I notice in the book that Rick 
had a pilot's license before he had his driver's license.

After Paul's “second retirement”, (he taught aviation 
technology at SIU), he was contacted about restoring the 
UC-78B. First of all, nobody could have done this without 
Paul's experience. Second, you certainly would have to be 
retired! A long story short, he “took it on” and was the 
lead of a group that worked for two years full time 
bringing this bird back to life. We also saw pictures of his 
wife packing the wheel bearings for the main gear!

Photo by John Davies

This aircraft spent the next twelve years on the “show 
circuit”. It won Best in Transport at Oshkosh. That had to 
be the result of the attention to detail. Rick explained how 
even the research on the “stars and bars” was made so that 
the emblem was exact!

Rick had a scrap book with many many pictures of the 

work on this aircraft. It is one of those “timeless” things 
that there is not enough money in the world to purchase it!

If you missed this presentation, you really missed 
something. Don't miss the next!   -Glen Phelps, President

Paul Burkey (left) and aircraft owner Larry Kelly, from 
the December 1990 issue of EAA's Sport Aviation 
magazine.
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Walterboro Wings-n-Wheels 
Roger Medlin is hard at work organizing the 2013 
Walterboro Wings-n-Wheels  car & air show, and this one 
promises to be the best ever. It's Saturday, April 6, running 
from 10:00-4:00. This event will include hundreds of cars 
and planes, food vendors, activities for the kids and new 
for 2013, fly-bys and a real air airshow.

Profits will be donated to the  Wounded Warrior Project, a 
very worthwhile cause. For more information please go to 
http://www.woundedwarriorproject.org/.

EAA Chapter 477 will be assisting and promoting our 
organization. We hope members will volunteer when 
asked.

http://wings-n-wheels.org 
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LowCountry Sport Aviation
EAA Chapter 477
517 Aviation Way
Walterboro, SC 29488 
www.eaa477.org

President: Glen Phelps pres@eaa477.org (843) 571-3332

Vice President: Roger Medlin  acpilot.roger@gmail.com

Secretary & Newsletter Editor: Kevin Thorp 
sec@eaa477.org

Treasurer: Lee Miller  lemiller@eaa477.org

Webmaster: Greg Horne gehorne@jws.com

Young Eagles Coordinator: Brett Grooms 
eagles@eaa477.org

Walterboro Wings-n-Wheels Coordinator: Roger Medlin 
acpilot.roger@gmail.com

Come join the Pack!

If you're not already a member of  
EAA Chapter 477 we'd love to have 
you join us!

Fill out the application on our home 
page (www.eaa477.org).

Or just drop in on one of our 
meetings & see what we're all about.

http://www.eaa477.org/
mailto:acpilot.roger@gmail.com
mailto:eagles@eaa477.org
mailto:gehorne@jws.com
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