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From the President
How are you all doing with your New Year's resolutions? Come on, be honest. I have
found the best way to win at that game; don't make any. Well, I do have one, I will get the
Cozy in the air shortly!
There is a lot of excitement in the air! Our January meeting was very well attended and the
weather couldn't have been better. We have a few new members as well as some that have
come back after an absence. Everybody is talking about the new venue and numbers are
showing it. This means more people to talk to and share aviation with at each meeting.
You will find the meeting details later in this news letter, make sure to read that report.

Upcoming Events
Feb 3 - SC Breakfast Club
Lancaster LKR
Feb 9 – EAA Chapter 477
Meeting, RBW (see page 2)
Feb 17 SC Breakfast Club
Salisbury RUQ

Apr 6 – Walterboro WingsYou can get a lot of details concerning the April 6th Walterboro Wings and Wheels at the
n-Wheels, RBW
new website, wings-n-wheels.org. This year's event will take the place of our "second
Saturday" Chapter meeting. Roger Medlin is the coordinator and it is driven by the folks at RBW, but we will have a big
presence there. If you go to the website, you will find that there will be a real airshow this year, and many "fly-bys". We will
be asking for a lot of volunteers to help out with various tasks at that event, so it is not too early to plan. We also have some
exciting things planned for the next two months. So keep in tune.
I had a couple of interesting "sightings" this past month. We get a fair amount of traffic at RBW, and this month was no
exception. There was a couple of guys that showed up in an interesting "fishing" airplane. Well, at least I asked them if they
were fishing, and they kinda said they were. Also, it is not often when you get to see what happens when the wind sock
ingested Viagra. Truly amazing. You will have to read that report.
Now for my Cozy report:
I had one week that I went "backwards" a lot more than I went "forward". My two major goals that I wanted to finish long
before this is the mounting of the wings with the good hardware. I.e., I don't expect to remove then anytime soon. While it
took me longer than anticipated, that job is done, with a lot of help from friends, Lee, Mark and David. Without them, it would
have been near impossible. While I write this, there is still another week in the month. By the end of that week, I hope to have
the engine re-belted, cleaned and bolted on the engine mount. -Glen Phelps, President
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Next Meeting

January Meeting Report

10:30 am Saturday, February 9
Paul Burkey, retired A&P mechanic will be our guest
speaker. He will talk about restoring award-winning
warbirds, specifically focusing on the Cessna UC-78B
“Bamboo Bomber”. You don't want to miss this!

20 members and guests attended our Jan. 12 meeting. We
again had unseasonably warm winter weather - another
beautiful day a RBW! After the usual coffee & socializing
our fearless leader, Glen Phelps opened the meeting by
welcoming new attendees. He then thanked the 2012
officers for their volunteer efforts and presented each with
a pin from the EAA. Then Roger Medlin gave a little
preview on the April 6 Wings-n-Wheels, which should be
better than ever, including a aerobatic airshow. Mark the
date now; you don't want to miss it!
Brett Grooms finished up the Chapter business by leading
the 2013 officer elections. The following posts were voted
on and filled:

Meeting Agenda:
•

10:30 – 11:00 – Coffee & socializing.

•

11:00-11:15 - Chapter business.

•

11:15-12:00 - Presentation by Paul Burkey.

•

12:00-1:00 – Lunch! Grilled burgers & dogs. (please
bring a few bucks for the “tip jar”).

•
•
•
•

President: Glen Phelps
Vice President: Roger Medlin
Treasurer: Lee Miller
Secretary: Kevin Thorp

In addition, these appointed positions were filled:
•
Webmaster: Greg Horne
•
Young Eagles Coordinator: Brett Grooms
•
Newsletter Editor: Kevin Thorp
•
Asset Manager: Rich Hassell

March Meeting
On March 9 Mike Padgett will be speaking on the pit falls
and the pleasures cross country flying. More details will
be posted on our March newsletter and website.

Treasurer's Report
Beginning Bank Balance = $2,459.37
Ending Bank Balance = $2,304.37
Beginning Petty Cash =
Ending Petty Cash =
Beginning Balance =
Ending Balance =
Increase or (decrease) =

$68.18
$68.18
$2,527.55
$2,372.55
-$155.00

Then we moved on to the fun part of the meeting; Paul
Burrows gave a presentation on his pretty red & yellow
FlyBaby. Paul is a retired Air Force and Air Guard
member with over 4,900 flying hours, mostly in jets, like
the F-101, F-102 & F-4. He enjoyed building model
aircraft in his youth and started looking for an affordable
plans-built full size aircraft with a solid reputation. The
Bowers FlyBaby fit all his criteria. It certainly was
affordable; Paul estimates it only cost him about $2,500 to
build the entire airframe. But keep in mind this was a
plans-built project, not a kit. Every part had to be hand
made. Paul did have a shop do the welding for him and
said it was well worth the cost. The structure is mostly
wood, with sheet metal leading edges on the wings.

-Lee Miller, Treasurer
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The design is not too different than the models Paul had
built. The nice curve of the wingtips was created by
laminating 12 layers of 1/8" wood strips into a bow, then
planing off most of the wood until he had the final shape...
and a big pile of wood shavings! The 75 HP Continental
engine was salvaged from an old Luscomb. Paul said the
most tedious part of the construction was the cowling,
built up from plaster of Paris then fiber glassed.

Thank you Paul Burrows, for sharing your building and
flying story with Chapter 477. We all enjoyed your talk,
and "inspecting" your FlyBaby parked outside the hangar.

He spoke very highly of Tony Bingelis, who helped Paul
select the FlyBaby design and gave great advice during
construction. Unfortunately Tony has since passed away,
but his books are available through the EAA and Aircraft
Spruce. Paul's “paint booth” was his back yard. The
polyurethane finish came out very well. Paul calls his
FlyBaby a “10 footer”; the plane looks beautiful from ten
feet away. Don't we all?
After Paul's presentation we feasted on chili & cornbread,
provided by Glen Phelps, Bruce Huffines, “yours truly”
and Brett Grooms, who should also have brought a fire
extinguisher for his 5-alarm chili! Also thank you Karen
Delcioppo and Paul Ely, for bringing the dessert. A tasty
finish to a great afternoon.
-Kevin Thorp, Secretary
Editor's Note: For more information about the Bowers
FlyBaby go to Ron Wanttaja's “unofficial” FlyBaby
website: http://www.bowersflybaby.com. And to order any
of Tony Bingelis' books go to http://www.shopeaa.com.
When it was time to fly Paul felt confident enough to
make the first flight. As soon as the wheels left the runway
he knew this FlyBaby was a sweet aircraft, with no bad
manners what so ever. The wings are braced by flying
wires attached to the landing gear axle, so there is no
shock absorption other than the low pressure tires. Paul
admitted he has "tested" this landing gear rather severely a
few times and it's still holding together. Another testament
to Paul Bowers classic design.
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RBW Sightings
The US Army Rides Again. The newest of the Army’s
light utility helicopter, named after a Native American
tribe, graced the skies of Walterboro Regional Airport this
week. The UH-72A set down on the ramp at RBW during
its routine training to allow the pilot’s time to dine at the
famous Duke’s restaurant and take on some Jet-A fuel.
(which, by the way is priced right at RBW).

Fisherman's Dream Machine
This report is a little unusual. But come to think of it,
many of my sightings are just that; unusual.
I am lucky enough that the prevailing winds do not blow
into the open hanger doors. As a matter of fact, on a cold
and windy day this time of year, I can often open the doors
and am on the leeward side of the winds, and the morning
sun can really warm things up. Many times, by noon or
so, I can be in "shirt sleeves" and still be quite
comfortable. This day was much like that. It was not
until I headed in to the terminal for a break that I became
aware of the rather cold and blustery day.

The Lakota is the military version of the Euro copter, and
will be used inside the USA only. It’s use will be
supporting homeland security, disaster relief and law
enforcement operation.

As I am entering the lobby, I notice it! There it is; the
wind sock has clearly been taking Viagra. Or at least it
appeared like that to me. No too many of our winged
buddies were venturing out in that breeze either.

The UH-72A Lakota helicopter is unarmed. It is used
mainly for logistics and support mission in non-combat
environments. It will also perform medical evacuations
and personnel recovery.

I usually keep a hand-held com radio on in the hanger. It
can alert me to something that might be interesting
entering the traffic pattern. But it didn't warn me of the
approaching fishermen. Wow, that is interesting!

We are expecting to have one on static display during our
fifth annual Wings-n-Wheels air and car show this April
6th at the Lowcountry Regional Airport. This one you
don’t want to miss. Check out wings-n-wheels.org.

Well there you have it, another sighting over the skies at
RBW. So keep those wings level and your eyes toward the
sky, you never know what you might see.

Met the guys inside the terminal that flew it in, and
accused them of checking out good fishing sights. You
could cover a lot of fishing territory with a machine like
this! If it is not good here, go to another lake, but with
this you can make that trip a lot faster. That is a Quest
Kodiak 100 that is flown for the government. (How do
you get jobs like that anyway!) I'll bet it uses a lot more
gas (Jet fuel) than my old Sea Ray did. Would be a lot
more fun too!

-Roger Medlin Operations Manager RBW.
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Come join the Pack!

LowCountry Sport Aviation
EAA Chapter 477
537 Aviation Way
Walterboro, SC 29488
www.eaa477.org

President: Glen Phelps pres@eaa477.org (843) 571-3332
Vice President: Roger Medlin acpilot.roger@gmail.com
Secretary & Newsletter Editor: Kevin Thorp
sec@eaa477.org
If you're not already a member of
EAA Chapter 477 we'd love to have
you join us!

Treasurer: Lee Miller lemiller@eaa477.org
Webmaster: Greg Horne gehorne@jws.com

Fill out the application on our home
page (www.eaa477.org).

Young Eagles Coordinator: Brett Grooms
eagles@eaa477.org

Or just drop in on one of our
meetings & see what we're all about.

Walterboro Wings-n-Wheels Coordinator: Roger Medlin
acpilot.roger@gmail.com
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