
From the President
“Officially” the days are getting longer now, and warmer in just a month or so.  Still don't 
know why I complain, people up north are getting it a lot harder this winter so far.  But it 
always seems easier to get out when the days are longer and warmer.  

As far as “New Year's” resolutions, mine is to get the project done!!  Do you have any 
resolutions you would like to share with all of us?  If you do, send us your ideas, and we 
will “post” them, anonymously if you like.

We closed out the year with a great time at the Christmas Social.  It was  on a Thursday this 
year, rather than a Saturday as last year.  That might have something to do with a smaller 
group, but for those that could make it, it was a great time, and there was sure some 
“yummy stuff” that members and guests brought to augment the roasted chicken.  A recap 
is later in the newsletter.

We are also excited that there are a handful of new members in the chapter!  The new 
meeting venue at RBW might be a result of that, and the weather for the first two meetings 
there has been outstanding.  Do you think the folks at RBW had anything to do with that?  

We have a great presentation for the January meeting lined up and even things almost 
“locked down” for the February and March meetings.  There is some information on this in 
the newsletter and certainly is updated regularly on the website.  I think you are going to 
like what is up coming.

We have put off the officer elections long enough.  Why? Don't ask, I'll just mumble 
through some lame excuses.  But, 
we can't delay any longer.  So, that 
will be an “order of business” for 
the January meeting.  If you  have 
not been “talked to”, you will not 
be on the “hot seat”, so don't use 
that as an  excuse for not coming 
out on the 12th.    See ya there,

Now for my Cozy report:
I think things are really coming 
together.  Most of the material for 
the engine harness is on site, as 
well as most of the material for the 
fuel system.  The engine mount is 
on! And with the correct insulating 
material.  I even have the wingtip 
position lights and strobes, which 
are going to be installed over the 
next few days.  Is that light at the 
end of the tunnel?!

-Glen Phelps, President
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Upcoming Events
Jan 6 - SC Breakfast Club, 
Aiken, AIK
Jan 12 – Chapter 477 
Meeting, RBW (see page 2)

Jan 17-20 – 
U.S. Sport 
Aviation Expo, 
Sebring, FL 
www.sport-
aviation-
expo.com  

Jan 20 - SC 
Breakfast Club, Lake City, 51J 

Feb 9 – EAA Chapter 477 
Meeting, RBW
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Next Meeting – January 12
As usual, our meeting is the 2nd Saturday of the month, at 
the Lowcountry Regional Airport in Walterboro. The main 
item of Chapter business will be officer elections.

Then our guest speaker will be Paul Burrows, a retired Air 
Force and Air Guard member who will have his Bowers 
Fly Baby on display. Paul will talk about what it took to 
build it from scratch, and what's it's like to fly this neat 
little aircraft. 

Meeting Agenda:

• 10:00 – 11:00 – Coffee & 
socializing.

• 11:00-11:15 - Chapter 
business & officer elections.

• 11:15-12:00 - Presentation 
by Paul Burrows.

• 12:00-1:00 – Lunch! Hot 
chili and cornbread (please 
bring a few bucks for the  
“tip jar”). 

Note: Dr. Art Schmitt (our December speaker) will also be 
at the meeting, for a book signing. 

February Meeting 
On February 9 Paul Burkey, retired A&P mechanic will be 
our guest speaker. He will talk about restoring award-
winning warbirds, specifically focusing on the Cessna 
UC-78B “Bamboo Bomber”. You don't want to miss this!

Officer Elections 
We decided our Christmas dinner was not the appropriate 
time to have the officer elections, so they will take place at 
our January meeting. The following positions are open:

President: The leader and spokesperson for the Chapter. 
The president also presides over the monthly meetings.

Vice President: Leads the meetings if the President can't 
make it. The VP also organizes the topics (speakers, 
project visits, technical presentations) for our monthly 
meetings. He/she doesn't have to come up with all the 
topics; the ideas come from many sources.

Secretary: Takes notes at the general membership 
meetings and officer meetings. Writes a meeting summary 
for the newsletter each month.

Treasurer: Responsible for keeping all the Chapter's 
financial records, including membership dues, donations, 
and paying bills.  The Treasurer also is responsible for 
maintaining the membership roster.

In addition, we also have several appointed positions: 
Webmaster, Newsletter Editor and Young Eagles 
Coordinator.

Whether you're a longstanding member or new to our 
Chapter, please consider “doing your part” and taking one 
of these positions. We could certainly use the help!

Treasurer's Report
Beginning Bank Balance =     $2,292.21
Ending Bank Balance =          $2,459.37

Beginning Petty Cash =               $68.18
Ending Petty Cash =                    $68.18

Beginning Balance =              $2,360.39
Ending Balance =                   $2,527.55
Increase or (decrease) =            $167.16

We had several people participate in the reduced "dues 
drive" in December for the 2013 dues.  There are also 
some new members that have paid.  As a result, there has 
been more financial activity this month.

If you have not paid your 2013 chapter dues, you need to 
get your $25 to us as soon as possible.  This can be in cash 
or check at the next meeting, or you can mail a check to 
EAA477,  517 Aviation Way,  Walterboro, SC  29488.  
Remember, you must be a member in good standing with 
EAA Oshkosh to be a member in Chapter 477.

-Glen Phelps for Tony Cole
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A Year in Review
Another year of fun & flying has come an gone. 
Sometimes we forget how much Chapter 477 does in a 
year. To compile this list I browsed the 2012 newsletters 
at: www.eaa477.org/flypaper-the-newsletter

January: Brett Grooms gave a Young Eagle report and I 
made a presentation on UL Power aircraft engines.

February: Glen Phelps opened his hangar at RBW so we 
all could get a gander at his cozy Mk IV project. We also 
saw a Lohle Sport Parasol and Pat Wechter's Marquart 
Charger.

March: Glen Phelps gave a presentation on the 
Monocoupe and Monoprep airplanes, and their link to his 
parents (the first husband & wife pilots in Iowa).

April: Chapter 477 helped the RBW Airport host it's 
annual Walterboro Wings-n-Wheels event, with many 
aircraft, show cars, food & fun for pilots and the local 
community.  A few 477 members also got to witness the 
rollout of the first Boeing 787 produced in Charleston. 
Also, the Met Life blimp paid a visit to RBW.

May: Brett Grooms gave a very interesting presentation 
on his flying experience at Fighter Combat International in 
Mesa, Arizona (nice Christmas present from his wife). 

June:  Aviation author Dennis 
Maxwell gave a very lively 
presentation on his book “The 
Great Eclipse: A Dream Design 
Bankrupted by Marketing and 
Mismanagement and Saved by a 
Sensible Business Strategy”. 

July: Lee Miller gave a presentation on his visit to the 
National Museum of the US Air Force in Dayton, Ohio. 
They have a lot of neat aircraft there, including this “aerial 
torpedo”:

August: Our meeting discussion focused on increasing 
membership. RBW was visited by a very interesting 
helicopter with a long hanging limb trimming multi-saw.

(continued on page 4)
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September: Chapter 477 along with the Moncks Corner 
Airport staff hosted the SC Breakfast Club fly-in. We 
actually had nice weather this time, and a great turnout.

October: P. F. Beck flew his Corvair-powered Pietenpol 
Air Camper in from Barnwell, SC. He gave a presentation 
on building & flying this charming low-cost aircraft.

November: Another auto engine powered aircraft, but 
from the other end of the flying spectrum. Roy Carson 
demoed his very sleek Subaru-powered Vans RV-7. We 
also gave away a Vertex hand-held transceiver.

December: We had our annual Christmas Dinner, with 
guest speaker, Dr. Art Schmitt (details on next column).

  -Kevin Thorp, Secretary

December Meeting Report
About 16 members and “significant others” attended our 
Christmas dinner on December 13th. Once again Glen had 
arranged to have it at the beautiful Fellowship Hall of the 
Calvary Lutheran Church. Unfortunately the staff double 
booked the room, and the other group was headed by the 
former Parson's wife, so guess who got bumped?

But it turned out okay because we found a classroom big 
enough for our group and Glen & Lee Miller did a very 
nice job decorating the tables in a holiday spirit. Glen 
arranged a dinner entrée of rotisserie chicken and 
everyone brought a delicious covered dish or dessert.

Our Guest speaker was Dr. Art Schmitt, a 21 year veteran 
of Naval Aviation, CFI,  businessman, psychologist, 
lecturer, and author. Dr. Schmitt talked about flying 
helicopters and fixed-wing aircraft during the Vietnam 
War, helping train the Apollo astronauts and dealing with 
PTSD (Post Tramatic Strees Disorder). I'm sure everyone 
in attendance would agree it was a fascinating talk.

Dr. Schmitt has written a number of books including “We 
Thought We Were Invincible”, “A War With No Name” 
and “The Man I Didn't Know”. For more information go 
to www.artschmittphd.com. Also, see our January meeting 
note on page 2.
                                                       -Kevin Thorp, Secretary 
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Call Signs 
A call sign is a unique identifier assigned to all aircraft. In 
general aviation this is usually the tail number of the 
aircraft and spoken using the phonetic alphabet. For 
example; N8724A would be pronounced as “November-
Eight-Seven-Two-Four-Alpha“. After establishing contact 
with air traffic control using the entire call sign, it is 
common for the pilot to switch to an abbreviated version, 
“Two-Four-Alpha“. Airliners typically use the name of the 
airline plus the flight number, for example; DAL574. This 
would be pronounced “Delta-Airlines-Five-Seven-Four”.

Military call signs are much more interesting and can be 
broken down into three types; STATIC, MISSION and 
TACTICAL. Static call signs are assigned to a particular 
unit for continual use. For example, the Maineiacs use 
MAINE85, MAINE86 and MAINE87. NHANG uses 
PACK. These call signs are used for training or local 
refueling missions to AR204, AR205, AR212 or AR631 
tracks. Perhaps the most famous static call sign is Air-
Force-One, which is of course any aircraft with the 
President of the United States on board.

Mission call signs are any flight involving the Air 
Mobility Command (AMC). REACH flights typically 
signify an AMC mission and are commonly used by C5s, 

C17s and KC135s. Tankers using the ETHYL call sign 
signify a “priority mission” assignment which usually 
means the receiving aircraft is coming from or going to 
the UK.

Any aircraft capable of exceeding 300,000 lbs take off 
weight must use the suffix “HEAVY” with the call sign. 
For example, “MAINE87 HEAVY”. This is for safety 
purposes because the aircraft is capable of generating 
significant turbulence to other planes in the pattern.

Some other interesting mission call signs are; GOLD or 
CLEAN meaning the tanker is ferrying fighters to the UK. 
BLUE or CAFÉ means the tanker is ferrying fighters from 
the UK.

Tactical call signs are single use and have no apparent 
meaning. They usually change daily and sometimes on the 
same mission.

Listening to call signs can be done using UHF or VHF 
scanners. If you do not have access to a scanner go to 
LiveATC.net. With a little practice and research you will 
be able to identify what the aircraft is and where it is 
going by the call sign in no time. Good hunting!

 - Luke Uhlman, Maine Air Museum
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Airplanes on your brain?

Come join Us!
If you're not already a member of  
EAA Chapter 477 we'd love to have 
you join us!

Fill out the application on our home 
page (www.eaa477.org).

Or just drop in on one of our 
meetings & see what we're all about.

LowCountry Sport Aviation
EAA Chapter 477
537 Aviation Way
Walterboro, SC 29488 
www.eaa477.org

President: Glen Phelps  pres@eaa477.org  (843) 571-
3332

Vice President: Greg Horne  vp@eaa477.org

Secretary & Newsletter Editor: Kevin Thorp 
sec@eaa477.org

Treasurer: Tony Cole  tres@eaa477.org

Webmaster: Lee Miller  lemiller@eaa477.org

Young Eagles Coordinator: Brett Grooms 
eagles@eaa477.org

Walterboro Wings-n-Wheels Coordinator: Roger Medlin 
acpilot.roger@gmail.com
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