
From the President
December is a tough month.   Seems everybody is in the "holiday" spirit from 
Thanksgiving until the new year is "rung in".  Hard to concentrate on getting anything else 
done but prepare for the festive season.  But, I suppose that is not too bad.  Hope you all 
had a very Merry Christmas and a safe and happy New Year celebration!

Many of us were able to participate in and enjoy our December meeting and social.  We 
had a change in venue this year but at a much lower cost to all.  It seemed to me that 
everyone had a good time.  No one went away hungry, and Earl Fisher's presentation was 
quite interesting.  I sense that he only touched the tip of the iceberg with his story.  We have 
a recording of the presentation, so if you were not able to attend, there might be a way you 
can at least get some of the highlights.  Please read more on page 3.

2012 will feature some changes in the way we do things.  For one, we will try out the web 
hosting that EAA has to offer.  Also, over the last few years we have not had the 
membership growth we would like to have experienced.  A number of things will be 
investigated with regards to improving this by your executive committee.  

It might seem like a long way away, but the start of the spring flying season is already 
underway with the Sebring, Florida LSA Expo.  Shortly after that will be Sun-n-Fun.  But 
don't forget our Walterboro Wings-n-Wheels event which is scheduled for April 21st. 
There are a lot of ideas being investigated and work is already underway for this event.  As 
in the past, I hope we can count on our members and friends to help make this year's event 
a success.

Now for my Cozy update,

I actually made some real progress with the 
painting process in the first couple of 
weeks.  Then, holiday travel plans took 
over.  We traveled to Michigan to 
experience some snow, but brought a 
"southern" winter to them; hardly any 
snow.  Darn, the weather was really nice 
and warm here.  The snow we experienced 
in Michigan would have kept most of 
people in South Carolina in, but a real 
disappointment to people expecting the 
usual "white Christmas" there.

-Glen Phelps
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Upcoming Events
Jan 8 - SC Breakfast Club, 
Aiken (AIK)

Jan 12 – EAA Chapter 477 
Meeting, CAFB Aero Club

Jan 14 - Pancake Breakfast 
Fly-In, Vidalia Regional Airport 
(VDI), Vidalia, GA

Jan 22 - SC Breakfast Club, 
Lake City (51J)

Jan 19-22 - U.S. Sport 
Aviation Expo, Sebring, FL 
www.sport-aviation-expo.com
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The Year in Review
“What have you guys been up to?” Quite a bit, actually. 
For a small club we do a lot. Here's a short recap of our 
2011 activities:

January – Our illustrious President, Glen Phelps gave a 
very informative “hands-on” composite workshop at the 
Aero Club. And the MetLife “Snoopy” blimp visited 
RBW.

February – Your humble V.P., Kevin Thorp gave a 
presentation on the JDT Mini-Max aircraft lineup  (Mini-
Max, HiMax &  AeroMax) and wood rib construction.

March – Chapter 477 invited Cub Scout Pack 825 out to 
Summerville Airport for an Open House and Cookout.

April – We had two major events at Walterboro (RBW). 
First was our SC Breakfast Club on the 17th. Then the 
following weekend Chapter 477 and the Lowcountry 
Regional Airport hosted Walterboro Wings-n-Wheels, 
featuring many different aircraft and show cars.

May – Nick Ugolini showed us the extensive upgrades he 
made to a LongEZ, including the nose gear retract system, 
engine cooling and a complete replacement of the wiring 
& electronics.

June – Brett Grooms, our Young Eagles Coordinator and 
resident gadget freak gave a very interesting presentation 
on iPad apps for General Aviation pilots.

July – I gave a presentation on all the great new features 
of the EAA web site, including Sport Aviation magazine 
article searches, homebuilding videos, the EAA calendar 
and Chapter locator.

August – Chapter 477 hosted the SC Breakfast Club fly-in 
at Moncks Corner (MKS). We had good weather and a 
great turnout.

September – Sgt. Arthur Cobert, USAAF Retired, gave a 
fascinating talk on his experiences as a B-25 crewman 
with the Flying Tigers during WWII.

October – Led by Brett Grooms, Chapter 477 hosted a 
very successful Young Eagles Rally at Charleston 
Executive Airport (JZI). This included a “ground school” 
presentation, the Coast Guard helicopter on static display 
and a hot dog cookout.

November – We held our officer elections, then Nick 
Ugolini recounted his adventures and misadventures 
delivering a refurbished LongEZ across the country.

December – We had our Christmas dinner, followed by a 
special presentation by Earl Fisher on growing up around 
America's jet and rocket plane test program in the 1940s 
(read more on page 3). 

Wow – that's a lot of fun stuff!  We (the Chapter 477 
officers ) are always looking for new ideas. If you have 
any suggestions for 2012 please let us know.

-Kevin Thorp, Secretary
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December Meeting Report
Each December we all get together along with our 
“Significant Others” to celebrate Christmas. This year the 
Chapter 477 Christmas dinner took place on December 10 
at the Calvary Lutheran Church Fellowship Hall.

As Glen wrote, we had a change in venue this year. 
Although we loved the food at the North Towne Greek 
restaurant, it was pricy and the room was a little noisy. 
Glen suggested having our dinner at his church, buying 
rotisserie chickens from Costco and asking members to 
bring a covered dish or dessert. That plan worked out very 
well. The food was delicious and we couldn't have asked 
for a better room for a Christmas Dinner.

After dinner the guest speaker was our own Earl Fisher, a 
Chapter 477 Founding Member. Earl gave a very 
interesting talk on what it was like to grow up around 
America's jet and rocket plane test program in the 1940s. 
As we always say, you really need to hear this stuff first 
hand, but here are a few highlights from Earl's talk:

One of his first aviation memories as a young boy was 
standing on his roof trying to get the attention of a pilot 
flying a beautiful silver Ryan STA monoplane.

His father (Earl Sr.) was hired by Bell Aircraft after he 
impressed them with his technical knowledge of the Allis-
Chalmers snow plow he was demonstrating.

The Fisher family moved from New York to Rosamond, 
CA, just west of Muroc. The kids weren't allowed to know 
where they were going until they got off the train in 
California. 

Living conditions were pretty rustic. The family lived in a 
converted railroad boxcar home with a “swamp cooler”. 
Earl said the cooler worked pretty well in the desert.

Earl Sr. managed ground operations for testing of the Bell 
P-59A “Airacomet”, America's first jet aircraft. Eventually 
Earl Jr. got a job as a gopher, delivering packages and 

letters. This included an “All Access” badge, allowing him 
to go anywhere on the Muroc Air Base.

Later the Bell engineers designed a new jet with much 
better performance.  Although it was a totally different 
aircraft, it was code-named the P-59B to confuse any 
Soviet spys. For some unknown political reason, the plans 
were handed over to Lockheed who used them to develop 
the P-80 “Shooting Star.”

Earl Sr. turned down an assignment working on the Bell 
X-1 program because he thought the rocket propellents 
were too dangerous. Bell did have some serious accidents 
with that aircraft.

Earl Jr. was able to “hitch” a ride back to New York 
aboard a B-29 carrying the X-1. He said that was quite 
exciting because they had a 100+ MPH jetstream tailwind.

He saw an inflight 
accident when a 
McDonnell XF-85 
“Goblin” parasite 
fighter crashed into 
the trapeze mounted 
on it's mother ship. 
The Goblin fell many 
thousands of feet 
before the pilot 
regained 
consciousness and 
made an emergency 
landing on the lake 
bed.  (continued)

“The FlyPaper”  EAA Chapter 477 Newsletter   January 2012 Page 3 of 6

Earl Fisher, Sr. (center)



Because he was so skinny, Earl was asked to crawl inside 
the inlet of the Convair XF-92 (America's first delta-wing 
jet) to look for any “abnormalities” that could cause an in-
flight vibration.

Earl used to eat his lunch sitting in the cockpit of the 
Northrop N-9M flying wing prototype.

He had a few stories about Pancho Barns and her Happy 
Bottom Riding Club; a ranch, bar, restaurant, motel and 
dance hall just outside of the Muroc Air Base. He said she 
was a tough woman but was always very nice to him.

After the war Tex Johnson, Jack Woolams and Slick 
Goodlin bought two P-39 Airacobras, and with the 
help of the Bell factory, converted them into air 
racers;  the “Cobra I” and 
“Cobra II”. While testing 
Cobra I Jack Woolams 
crashed into Lake Ontario 
and was instantly killed. 
This was a terrible shock 
because he was close friends 
with the Fisher family.

On another occasion just after the war, Earl Jr. was on 
the base and overheard some gentlemen dressed in 
odd suits speaking German. Through an interpreter 
they thanked the Base staff for letting them look at 
“their” aircraft. Earl later found out it was Willy 
Messerschmidtt, and he was referring to the captured 
Me 262, Me 163 and Heinkel He 162.

During his presentation Earl donned a black derby 
and handlebar mustache. This costume was an inside 
joke among the Bell test group.

Earl has enough stories to fill a book. It was hard to 
narrow them down to a 1-hour talk. I and the other 
guests enjoyed it and learned a lot. Thank you Earl, 
for sharing your “Muroc Memories”.

-Kevin Thorp, Secretary
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Chapter 477 Blog
What's a blog, you ask? It's short for “Web Log” a 
collection of observations, photos and videos posted on 
the Internet. We decided to create a blog for our Chapter. 
It's very simple to post timely blog items, and past posts 
are automatically archived and can be easily searched by 
keywords (for example, jet, humor or DYB).

 Our blog is at eaachapter477.blogspot.com.  There is 
also a link on our home page. We 
hope you check it regularly and 
find it entertaining and/or 
informative. If you have 
an interesting or funny 
story, picture or video 
related to aviation, space 
or technology, please 
email any officer 
so we can post 
on the Chapter 
477 blog.

On a similar note, our new webmaster, Lee Miller is 
redesigning our website, with features and links more 
integrated with the national EAA website. Look for a 
February launch.

Our New PA System
The Executive Committee have been discussing 
purchasing a PA system over the last year. After much 
research we agreed to buy a Behringer EPA300 portable 
unit. In past we've either had to borrow or rent a PA 
system for some of our larger events.

We now have a quality 300 Watt system to use at SC 
Breakfast Club Fly-ins, Young Eagle events, and other 
presentations. Behringer is an industry leader, and our 
particular unit has 6 channels, powerful 8" woofers with 
aluminum-diaphragm compression drivers, a studio-grade 
24-bit stereo FX processor with 100 presets, graphic EQ 
and more. This unit will fulfill our Chapter's needs for 
many years to come. 

-Brett Grooms, Young Eagles Coordinator

Treasurer's Report
The big excitement for November was the  purchase of 
our own PA system at the cost of $470.99 

Beginning balance $2974.25

Receipts $38

Expenses $503.98

Ending balance $2508.27

If you haven't renewed your membership, now is the time 
to do so. Dues are $24 per year. Please bring payment to 
our January 12 meeting or mail to Tony Cole, 4378 
Cloudmont Drive, Hollywood, SC 20449 

-Tony Cole, Treasurer
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January 12 Meeting
Our next meeting will be 6:30 pm, January 12 at 
the CAFB Aero Club. We'll have hot pizza and cold 
sodas so bring a few bucks for the “tip jar”.

It's the start of a new year and time to plan our 
Chapter's activities for 2012. We'll also discuss 
ways to increase membership.

Also Kevin Thorp will make a short presentation 
on the ULPower aircraft engine, including the 3D 
animation he created for the ULPower company.

http://eaachapter477.blogspot.com/


“The FlyPaper”  EAA Chapter 477 Newsletter   January 2012 Page 6 of 6

LowCountry
Sport Aviation, Inc.

P.O. Box 62582
North Charleston, SC 29419

www.eaa477.org

President: Glen Phelps  pres@eaa477.org  (843) 571-3332

Vice President: Greg Horne  vp@eaa477.org

Secretary & Newsletter Editor: Kevin Thorp  sec@eaa477.org

Treasurer: Tony Cole  tres@eaa477.org

Webmaster: Lee Miller  lemiller@eaa477.org

Young Eagles Coordinator: Brett Grooms  eagles@eaa477.org

Walterboro Wings-n-Wheels Coordinator: Roger Medlin 
acpilot.roger@gmail.com

Come join the pack!
If you're not already a member of 
EAA Chapter 477 we'd love to 
have you join us!

Fill out the application on our 
home page (www.eaa477.org) or 
just drop in on one of our 
meetings & see what we're all  
about.
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